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Looking Ahead to a New League Year

As some of you know, I have a long affiliation with
the League in Las Cruces but have been minimally
active for many years. Especially because of that lack
of recent activity, aside from participating in the 50th
anniversary celebrations, I am humbled by the opportunity I have been given to serve as co-president with
Eileen VanWie. My work with the 50th anniversary
committee, where I was assigned to write some of the
history of the past 10 years, made me aware of the
impressive amount of work done during my hiatus. I
particularly look forward to working with members to
learn more about county government and to develop
in depth discussions of other League issues.
The League of Women Voters has been a valued
part of my life and has significant contributions to
make as we work to strengthen our democracy and to
celebrate our history.
— Kathy Brook, Co-President
Greetings LWVSNM Members,
Thank you to Kim and all League members who
contributed to the 50th anniversary celebrations, the
youth engagement project, forums, programs, and
other events that made 2018-2019 so successful and
educational. I am a relatively new member of the
League and have a lot to learn this year. The League is
an organization of leaders with shared leadership,
which is encouraging as a new Co-President. With
direction and guidance to the Board from members
provided at the Annual Meeting on April 13, with a
commitment to the mission and purpose of the
League, and with support from Kim, Kathy, and other
Board members, I look forward to helping develop
plans for another meaningful League year 2019-2020.
A key direction discussed by the members at the
Annual Meeting is having more Unit Meetings to
discuss all sides of local, state, or national League
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Directives from the Membership
to the Board
One of the most important elements of the
Annual Business Meeting is having the membership
identify priorities for the upcoming year. These take
the form of directives to the Board. Be alert to
upcoming efforts in these areas:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Request State League Board to establish protocols
and identify resources to help "seed" southern
New Mexico affiliates to LWVSNM
Emphasize educating public about rank choice
voting (see p. 2)
Emphasize learning about county government,
starting with mental health
Emphasize unit topical in-depth meetings in
upcoming meeting calendar
Survey members about meeting time, place,
program options
Create Development structure – lots of elections
coming up. We will need money.

See more details from the Annual Business Meeting
minutes on page 12.
Bonnie
Votaw
Next League Meeting –—May
13

Carrie Hamblen, CEO of the Las Cruces Green
Chamber of Commerce, will be our guest
speaker at the next League Dinner Meeting. The
May 13 meeting will be 5:00-7:00 p.m. at the
Good Samaritan Social Center. RSVP to Cindy
Murrell if you intend to eat. Ms. Hamblen will
discuss the Organ Mountains Desert Peaks and
the fifth anniversary Gala celebrating the
designation. The Las Cruces Green Chamber has
been a strong advocate for protecting open
spaces, tourism, and local businesses.

Looking Ahead (cont. from p. 1)
studies, positions, or topics. It sounds like Unit
Meetings are intended to be the “grassroots” of the
League, where differing opinions are welcome and
where consensus results in wording to which members
can agree. Two topics for Unit Meetings suggested at
the Annual Meeting are the meaning of the change of
name to LWV of Southern New Mexico and the study
of Doña Ana County in general and especially mental
health services. We may also want to debrief ourselves on legislation related to state elections passed
this spring, as well as the City decision on Ranked
Choice Voting (see side note p.8), so we may help
educate the public on the new policies and practices.
It is time to form a committee to collaborate with
other organizations to plan celebrations for the 2020
Women’s Vote Centennial Initiatives. Some organizations that have shown interest in working with us are
the American Association of University Women, The
Progress Club (only remaining Federation of Women’s
Clubs in Las Cruces), Doña Ana County Historical
Society, and the Las Cruces Public Schools Civic
Engagement Committee.
Besides being the 100th anniversary of the 19th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, it is the 100th
anniversary of the LWV (February 14, 1920). New
Mexico ratified the Amendment on February 21, 1920.
There are other special dates that could be celebrated.
The LWV-NM has encouraged us to research suffrage
activities in Southern New Mexico. If we find suffragists and related events, we may be able to get a metal
marker, as a symbol of votes for women, to place in a
public location. If you are interested in working on
such a committee, please contact one of the Board
members.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve with Kathy
Brook as Co-President for the next two years. I expect
it to be challenging and rewarding. Best regards,
—Eileen VanWie, Co-President

LWVNM Convention • May 17-19
Los Alamos, NM • Holiday Inn
Express has reserved block of room for
$99.99/night • More info:
www.lwvnm.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS
MAY
May 2: LWVSNM Board Meeting, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.,
Branigan Library Board Room
May 9: Immigration Committee Mtg., 2:00-3:00 p.m.,
Branigan Library Board Room
May 13: LWVSNM Dinner Meeting, Good Sam. Social
Center; 5:00-7:00 p.m., with Guest speaker Carrie
Hamblen, LC Green Chamber; RSVP to Cindy Murrell
May 16: Youth Engagement Committee Mtg., 4:00 p.m.,
LCPS Teaching & Learning Center, Loretto Towne Cntr.
May 17-19: LWVNM Convention, Los Alamos
May 23: Book Club at Eileen VanWie’s
May 28: Immigration Forum, 1:00 p.m., KRWG TV Milton
Hall studios, with Molly Molloy (NMSU librarian who
tracks incidents of violence related to the border), Ruben
Garcia (of Annunciation House, which helps migrants), and
a border patrol official TBD; Bring questions to ask.
JUNE
June 6: League Board Meeting, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.,
Branigan Library Board Room
June 10: Dinner Meeting, 5:00-7:00 p.m., Good Sam. Social
Center; Guest Speaker to be determined
JULY
TENTATIVE: No meeting
AUGUST
Aug. 12: 5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m., Dinner Meeting, Good Sam.
Social Center; Guest Speaker to be determined

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF GREATER
LAS CRUCES BOARD:
Kathy Brook & Eileen Van Wie – Co-Presidents
Cindy Murrell – Vice President, Events & Speakers
TBA – Secretary
Bob Burn – Treasurer
Vicki Simons & Dale Yeo – Voter Services
Maryellen Kebbel – Membership Director
Erika Graf-Webster – Youth Engagement Director
Sharon Thomas & Judith LaPointe – Nominating
Chair and Committee Member
Bonnie Votaw & Jo Galván Nash – Editors, the Voter,
and PR Director
P.O. Box 15142 • Las Cruces, NM 88004
575.524.VOTE (8683)
www.lwvglc.org

LWVSNM

League of Women Voters Selects New Name & Officers
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The League of Women Voters of Greater Las
Cruces, a 50-year-old organization, has been
renamed as the League of Women Voters of
Southern New Mexico (LWVSNM). The name
change was approved by the local League during
its annual business meeting on April 13, 2019. It
will next go to the state League of Women Voters
for final approval.
“This name will better reflect what the
organization can provide to other communities in
this part of the state,” said Kim Sorensen,
LWVSNM outgoing president. “Over the years,
our League has been contacted by citizens in
nearby communities who are interested in
forming their own League or getting involved with
a League. We plan to expand our outreach and
we’re happy to offer advice
to others wanting to get
involved with League work.”
The local League also
elected new members to the
Board of Directors for twoYear terms. They include
Kathy Brook and Eileen
VanWie as co-presidents.
Brook, a former League presiKathy Brook
dent, is an Economics Professor at NMSU and has
been an Academic Associate
Dean in the College of
Business. VanWie is a retired
educator and has been
studying and writing about
the struggles endured in
organized activism by
suffragists for at least 72
years before women gained
Eileen VanWie
the right to vote.
Also elected for two-year terms are Bob Burn
as treasurer, and Maryellen Kebbel as
membership director. Elected to one-year
terms are Sharon Thomas, nominating committee
chairperson, and Judith La Pointe, nominating
committee member.
“We’re a diverse organization that welcomes
women and men who are interested in active

participation in democracy and who want to create
better awareness of major public policies that impact
everyone’s lives,” said Kathy Brook. “It’s an honor to
work with others who will vigorously continue the
League’s mission.”
During the coming months, LWVSNM will seek
status as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization,
expanding opportunities for the League to receive
donations, be tax-exempt or receive discounts.
Eileen VanWie said another goal for the year is
developing a better understanding of the causes of
immigration issues. LWVSNM will also begin a yearlong review of the operations, policies and programs
of Doña Ana County, including mental health services.
The group will continue its Celebrating Democracy in
Doña Ana County project that encourages students
and young adults to get involved with the voting
process. In addition, LWVSNM will continue printing
the Who’s Who Directory of Elected Officials brochure
and will distribute the non-partisan Voters’ Guide that
provides in-depth information regarding candidates
and election questions.
VanWie said monthly meetings of the League are
open to new members. The next meeting will be held
at 5 p.m., Monday, May 13, in the Good Samaritan
Social Center, 3011 Buena Vida Circle. Meals typically
cost $15 for those who choose to eat. The guest
speaker will be Carrie Hamblen, chief executive officer
of the Las Cruces Green Chamber of Commerce.
More information about the League is available
online at www.lwvglc.org/. Contact Brook
(kathybrook@comcast.net) for more information or
to inquire about joining the organization.
— Jo Galván Nash
LWVSNM Public Relations Director

Of Note
One of the League members whose name was
inadvertently not sent to the membership before
the Annual Business Meeting was Maryellen
Kebbel. She had been serving as Interim Chair for
Membership; she was subsequently elected to a
two-year term (April 2019-2021) as Membership
Director.

OBSERVER REPORTS
City of Las Cruces UTILITIES BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
April 11, 2019 • Utilities Center Board Room
Observer: Johnnie R. Aldrich
Present: All 7 Commissioners plus City Manager Stuart Ed and Utilities Director Dr. Jorge Garcia
An Administration Report revealed that all qualified users who applied for help in payment of utilities
charges were served. Director Jorge Garcia has requested additional funds from City Council for this program
since the current budget does not include enough funds to meet the need.
The Administration Report also detailed progress (or lack of it) on six major construction/renovation
projects now in process. One of these is city placement of gas lines to the Talavera area.
One of the resolutions approved revealed that wastewater rates for city residents will be 30% higher on
May 1, 2019. In 2020 and 2021, the rates will rise again by 52%.
Another resolution approved continuation of a contract with an Albuquerque firm for the processing and
mailing of Las Cruces utility bills. Last year 45,000 hard copy bills were sent; 7,500 subscribers received their
bills by email. These 52,500 properties are the taxpayers who support utilities services in the city, including the
gas line construction to Talavera.

Doña Ana County Commission, Regular Meeting
April 9, 2019 • County Government Center
Observer: Jo Galván Nash
All Commissioners present (Lynn Ellins telephonically)
The Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) meeting began with the swearing-in of Manual A. Chavez
who was appointed by Gov. Lujan Grisham to County Commission district 5. Chavez will serve the remainder of
former commissioner Karen Trujillo’s term; she vacated the seat upon her appointment as NM Secretary of
Education. Chavez is an MIT graduate and works for General Electric. Following the swearing-in, the BOCC
elected Lynn Ellins as Board chairman by a vote of 3-2. Isabella Solis, who was also considered as chairman, will
remain as vice-chair.
The BOCC received a summary of the recent legislative session from lobbyist Charlie Marquez. There
were 1,663 bills introduced: 817 in the House and 846 in the Senate. The Governor reviewed 310 pieces of
legislation and approved 91% of all that she received. Many capital outlay projects will benefit Doña Ana
County. More than $20.3 million – a record high for this county – is earmarked for East Mesa ballpark
improvements; diversion channel planning/design; Doña Ana fire station; Organ road improvements; Vado
wastewater extension; Hatch flood control, among others. The Governor also supplemented capital outlay
funding to Doña Ana County with the caveat that the monies cannot be reauthorized. County Manager
Fernando Macias called the funding “fantastic news” but cautioned commissioners that before projects can
begin, there first must be contracts or agreements approved by the state. The huge amount of funding
statewide may create a bottleneck at the state level. The County will have to front the money from reserve
funds and then seek reimbursement.
• Next Regular Commission Meetings: 9:00 a.m., Tuesdays, May 14 and May 28, 2019, County Govt. Center
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OBSERVER REPORTS
South Central Solid Waste Authority Board Meeting
April 18, 2019, 9:00 a.m., Amador Station Conference Room
Observer: Johnnie R. Aldrich
Members Present: All except DAC Commissioner Isabella Solis (Quorum)
Non-financial News: Miguel Fernandez has replaced Tarkeysha Burton as Recycling Coordinator (title
changed to “Administrator”). Fernandez was formerly employed in the Solid Waste Department of the City of
Las Cruces.
Director Patrick Peck reported on multiple meetings with both state and local officials about countywide solid waste collection issues.
On May 16, at 3:00 p.m., Peck will present a thorough report on the Recycling Program to the Las
Cruces Utilities Board (at the Utilities headquarters on Motel Blvd.) This meeting is open to the public.
There, Peck will probably be explaining the reasons for the July 1, 2019, rise in curbside recycling charges
from $6.50 to $6.65. His vision for the future includes working toward developing our own recycling facilities
so that we do not have to transport our recyclable materials to other cities for processing.
Financial News: The bulk of the meeting. The recycling program is now operating in the black and revenues
exceeded expenses in the past quarter. Purchases of old, oft-repaired equipment for solid waste collections
throughout the county were authorized.
The Board accepted the Proposed Budget for 2020, which includes higher wages to meet the new
minimum wage requirements, a huge increase in the funds dedicated to “advertising,” i.e., public
education/information regarding all solid waste collection, and anticipated increasing costs of both fuel and
health premiums.
Many of us use the Old Foothills Landfill on Sonoma Ranch Blvd., especially to deliver yard waste. We
all have noticed that the once-24-hour facility is now fenced and closed to the public except within the usual
working day hours. Extensive illegal dumping of non-recyclables at the site brought about this
change. We've also noticed that many acres of earth have been or are being moved. I found out today that
the Old Foothills Landfill is being cleansed, cleared, removed. Everything that has not decomposed since
being dumped there since the 50s is being relocated to the huge Corralitos Landfill. Neither houses nor
commercial enterprises can be built over untreated landfills. SCSWA seems to be making room for
Development.
Questions about specifics? 575-528-3589 or www.scswa.net.
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ELECTION PROCEDURES POSITION:

Proposed revision of Election Procedures position (1992, amended 1994, 1997,
2003, 2015, revised 2019).
ORIGINALS:
Election Procedures
The League of Women Voters of Greater Las Cruces supports:
• Increased effort to inform voters of the importance of voting by:
o Participating in special Get Out the Vote campaigns.
o Developing and distributing educational materials that explain the voter
registration process and why voting is important.
o Collaborating with community government and non-partisan
organizations for the purpose of encouraging voter registration and
voting.
Municipal Elections
o Municipal Elections (1993, amended 1997). The League of Women
Voters of Greater Las Cruces believes that
o if no candidate receives at least 50 percent of the vote, a run-off
election will be held between the top two vote-getters within 28 days of
the election date; and
o nominating petitions for the offices of Mayor and Councilor should
contain the signatures of at least two percent of the number of qualified
electors eligible to vote for that office.
REVISED Elections Procedures
(NOTE: It was decided to merge the old Municipal Elections position into the
Elections Procedures position)
The League of Women Voters of Greater Las Cruces supports:
• Protection of the right of every citizen to vote.
• Methods that increase voter participation, including automatic voter
registration and same-day voter registration.
• Consolidation of all local elections.
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• Collaborated efforts by government and non-partisan organizations to
increase voter participation through:
o Special Get Out the Vote campaigns.
o The development and distribution of educational materials that
explain the voter registration process as well as why voting is
important.
• Systems that improve the election experience and provide ease of ballot
access, including vote-by-mail, supplemented by secure ballot drop boxes
and accessible voting centers, including:
o Clarification and simplification of options for early and absentee
voting procedures. Election officials should send clear notice to the
public of the dates on which early voting or absentee voting begins
and ends and provide publicity about the location and use of Voting
Convenience Centers.
o Cooperation and coordination among city, county, and school district
officials to establish consolidated election dates and the use of
common polling places, such as the Voting Convenience Centers.
o Implementation of mail-in ballot elections locally for small elections
in order to reduce costs and increase voter participation.
• Ranked choice voting for all elections.
• Implementation of Ranked Choice Voting best practices, ensuring the
winning candidate attain at least 50% of the votes.
• Nominating petitions for the offices of Mayor, City Councilor and County
Commissioner should contain the signatures of at least two percent of the
number of qualified electors eligible to vote for that office.
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COUNTY GOVERNMENT POSITION
Discussed at 2019 Annual Meeting. To be voted on at the May 13, 2019 Dinner Meeting:
County Government (1977, amended 1997, proposed amendment 2019). The League of Women Voters of
Greater Las Cruces supports the following measures to improve the efficiency and services offered to
citizens of Doña Ana County by its county government:
1. Development of a comprehensive plan for Doña Ana County that will contain long-range goals
and objectives for the county and serve as a guide toward managing expected growth; features
of this plan should include provision for orderly development while preserving existing
resources;
2. The principle of continued cooperation between the City of Las Cruces and the County of Doña
Ana through sharing of facilities and personnel wherever feasible; suggested areas of
cooperation include computer time, public library services, Memorial Medical Center, planning,
purchasing, detention facilities, police/sheriff personnel and training of personnel.
3. The principle that residents of the City of Las Cruces should recognize their responsibilities
toward county government by participating actively in its processes and that county officials in
turn act as representatives of all the county’s residents.

Bylaws Changed
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Several important changes to the bylaws were
approved at the Annual Business Meeting in April.
Included in the changes are:
• Changing the name of our organization to
LWV of Southern NM (which has to be
approved by the state)
• Changing our organizational status to a
501(c)3.
For a complete list of bylaw changes, visit the
League’s website and click on THE VOTER tab, then
“Annual Meeting” www.lwvglc.org/documents/voter_annual_april19
.pdf. All underlined language on pages 19-23 is
new and approved.

Ranked Choice Video
Dale Yeo has started the effort of spreading
awareness of Ranked Choice Voting by placing a
video on the LWVSNM website, under the “Voter
Information” tab. Although the video references
the city of Santa Fe, it is a good way to begin
explaining this new voter process. Click here to
watch the video called “Changes Are Coming To
The Way We Vote.”

League of Women Voters of Greater Las Cruces

2019 Annual Meeting Minutes
April 13, 2019 • 9:00 am –12:30 pm
Sunset Grill, 1274 Sonoma Ranch Blvd
Reported by Cindy Murrell
Welcome: Meeting was called to order at 9:15 am by President Kim Sorensen. She asked each member present to
introduce themselves. Interim Membership Chair Maryellen Kebbel confirmed that we had a quorum present.
Members present: Johnnie Aldrich, Jane Asche, Marjorie Burr, Kathy Brook, Sue Cain, Yvonne Flores, Erika GrafWebster, Gwen Hanson, Tom Hanson, Lou Huyge, Maryellen Kebbel, Christina Little, William Little, Charlotte
McCarthy, Cindy Murrell, Jo Galvan Nash, Kim Sorenson, Sadie Valverde, Eileen VanWie, Bonnie Votaw
MEETING ADMINISTRATION
• Appoint Minute Takers and Readers: Jane Asche and Cindy Murrell were appointed to be the note takers
for the meeting. Bonnie Votaw and Jo Galvan Nash were appointed to be readers of the draft of the
minutes.
• Appoint Parliamentarian: Christina Little was appointed to serve as Parliamentarian, and Maryellen Kebbel
was appointed to be time keeper to keep business moving forward expeditiously.
• Adopt Business Rules: Kim Sorenson read aloud the Business Rules. A motion was made by Erika GrafWebster and seconded by Bonnie Votaw to adopt the Business Rules as read. The motion passed
unanimously.
Changes to Agenda: No changes were requested.
Approval of the 2018 Annual Meeting Minutes: A motion was made by Bonnie Votaw moved and seconded by
Kathy Brook to accept the minutes of the 2018 Annual Meeting as submitted. The motion passed unanimously.
At 9:23am, breakfast was served, and we took a short recess. Meeting resumed at 9:50am.
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer William Little’s report mentions that monthly reports have been published in the
Voter this year. Costs of meals at meetings have been covered by members with the exception of the meals of the
legislators invited to our December 2018 meeting. Costs of 50th Anniversary celebration events were covered by
donations. Our local chapter’s March 2019 bank balance $5,393.34. Only $130 of that total is from 2019-2020
membership dues. We will soon receive Ed Fund reimbursement of the printing of the new Who’s Who ($211), and
we will soon pay a $20 phone bill.
Report from the President: Kim Sorensen referred to her report on pages 1 and 3 of April’s Voter. It has been a
busy year with the 50th anniversary celebrations and recognition of our chapter of the League of Women Voters.
Acknowledgments:
• President Sorensen thanked the 2018-2019 LWVGLC Board: Cindy Murrell, Maryellen Kebbel, Caprice
Benoit, William Little, Vicki Simons, Dale Yeo, and Erika Graf-Webster.
• She also stated our pride in the accomplishments of Jane Asche, who received an award from the City of
Las Cruces.
• She presented certificates of appreciation to Bonnie Votaw, who has been doing such an excellent job as
editor of the Voter, and to Erika Graf-Webster, who as chair of the Youth Engagement Committee
established a successful annual event in partnership with the Las Cruces Public Schools and Doña Ana
County Clerk’s office that will help high school students perceive the importance of voting.
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•
•
•

Kim Sorensen also thanked our Parliamentarian Christina Little as well as Jo Galvan Nash, who will be
assembling the Voter in the future. Bonnie Votaw will continue to solicit contributions.
The President thanked the Committee to celebrate our 50th Anniversary for all its successful work.
Cindy Murrell presented President Kim Sorensen with a thank you card and flowers from the membership
to thank Kim for her leadership for the past two years.

Committee Reports on 2018/2019 Activities
1. The Youth Engagement Committee
• Reported that its Celebration of Democracy event was successful. Twenty-eight candidates and
more than 300 students attended. The event was covered by KRWG and both local newspapers,
giving the League visibility. The event will recur every year, and in future, the League will present
scholarships to some students who attend, and the Youth Engagement Committee will submit opeds to the newspapers to publicize the event and our role in it.
• The Youth Engagement Committee is also promoting civic education by partnering with LCPS in
implementing more relevant civic education into the curriculum. This summer, two local social
studies teachers selected by the League will participate in training at Harvard University in how to
use the Case Study method.
2. Voter Services: No report, as Chairs Vicki Simons and Dale Yeo were unable to attend. They continue to
produce important information to inform voters, including the recently published and distributed new
Who’s Who of contact information for elected officials.
3. Affordable Housing Committee: Christina Little reported that two developments of affordable housing are
currently under consideration in Las Cruces. The Affordable Housing Committee’s role is to monitor this
issue and ensure it keeps moving forward. LWVGLC member City Councillor Yvonne Flores is on the City
Housing Committee, and Councillor Gandara is also active in promoting this issue.
New member Jo Galvan Nash asked about the history of our involvement in the affordable housing issue.
Jane Asche replied that enhancing a community’s quality of life is a responsibility of good government, and
that the League promotes many different aspects of quality of life that can be improved through
government policies and expenditures. Years ago, Marjorie Burr, Vicki Simon, and Charlotte McCarthy
conducted a study of this issue and found that Las Cruces/Dona Ana County had a terrible shortage of
affordable housing, but also had no money to address the problem. This situation led to our chapter
creating a standing committee to focus on this issue. The committee has not needed to be as active the
past three years because progress is continuing.
4. Observer Corps: Co-Chair Susan Schmugge submitted a written report that was published in the April
Voter. She reports that new observer Jo Galvan Nash has taken over observing Dona Ana County
Commission meetings, but Mary Ellen Knapp will no longer cover Las Cruces City Council meetings. We
need observers for City Council and School Board meetings, and a roster of people willing to attend when
the designated observer cannot. The goal of the committee for 2019/2020 is to recruit more observers,
holding elected officials accountable as well as helping to identify and recruit new candidates.
Annual Meeting Business
1. Adoption of the Nonpartisan Policy as published on p. 20 of the Membership Directory: William Little
moved and Johnnie Aldrich seconded the motion that we reaffirm the Nonpartisan Policy. The motion
carried unanimously.
2. Approval of Annual Membership Dues: Treasurer William Little recommends that the dues structure
remain unchanged at $65 annually per member, $32.50 annually for additional family members. Student
memberships are free at local, state and national levels. Yvonne Flores moved and Bonnie Votaw seconded
that this structure be approved, and the motion was passed unanimously.
3. Adoption of the 2019-2020 Operating Budget: Budget Committee Chair Tom Hanson presented a proposed
2019-2020 Operating Budget based on the assumption of no change in the number of members of our
chapter. This budget will require us to raise $1,567 to meet proposed expenses for this year, which include
$1,000 total reimbursement for six members to represent us at the 2019 LWVNM Convention and $600 in
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registration fees for two members to represent us at the 2020 LWVUS Convention. Sue Cain moved and
Bonnie Votaw seconded a motion that we adopt the budget as presented. The motion carried unanimously.
The Budget also included an education budget already approved by the Board that would require that we
raise $812 in additional funds. The consolidated election this November will require a major Voters’ Guide.
4. Adoption of the League Name Change: President Kim Sorensen presented a proposal that our chapter
name be changed to League of Women Voters of Southern New Mexico for the purpose of better including
and mentoring new members in surrounding communities to help them develop Voter Guides and offer
Candidate Forums in their communities. It was also suggested that the term “Greater Las Cruces” was both
too specific and too ill-defined.
Discussion ensued of whether this name change would impose obligations and expectations on our chapter
that we would be unable to meet. Kim Sorensen said that we would only develop positions and Voters
Guides specific to our local area. We will respond to requests for help, but we will not assume the
responsibility of recruiting new members in other communities. Marjorie Burr suggested that mentoring
new chapters was the responsibility of the LWVNM Board, but the reply was that the geographic distance
from southern to central and northern New Mexico made this difficult. It was suggested that technology in
the form of Skype and other applications could facilitate long distance communication, including virtual
meeting attendance. Gwen Hanson suggested using this year to do some outreach and to communicate
with the State Board on how to conduct outreach.
The question was called, and the motion to change our chapter’s name from League of Women Voters of
Greater Las Cruces to League of Women Voters of Southern New Mexico passed with eleven “yes” and nine
“no” votes.
5. Adoption of Changing Legal Status to 501c3: All New Mexico chapters of LWV have changed to 501(c)(3)
status except for our local chapter. The tax-deductible designation could help our fundraising efforts and
make us eligible to apply for grants. There will be a one-time cost for the conversion of $400-$500. This
designation could also reduce the costs and time of administering separate funds, and we would be able to
control our education fund ourselves instead of having to route education money through LWVUS. LWVUS
consultant Tom Carson has been providing us information, some of which was published in the April Voter.
6. Adoption of the Bylaws: Changes to the Bylaws needed for our chapter’s change of name and change to
501(c)(3) legal status were published in the Voter. After some discussion, 19 members present voted to call
the question, and 16 voted “yes” and 3 voted “no.” Bylaws changes require that at least two-thirds of
members present vote in favor of the change, so the changes in the Bylaws were approved and adopted.
7. Adoption of the Revision the Election Procedures Position: Revisions proposed by an ad hoc group to
make our election procedures position reflect current changes in New Mexico law were discussed at our
Planning meeting, but they were not published in time for attendees at this meeting to vote on them. They
will be published in the May Voter two weeks before our May 13th meeting and voted on at that meeting.
8. Adoption of Revision of the County Government Position: Erika Graf-Webster distributed proposed
changes in our county positions, which include eliminating Item #3, which is an elaboration of item #2.
Items #1 and #2 are ongoing. The changes will be published in the May Voter and voted on at our May
dinner meeting.
9. Adoption of Current Statement of Positions: William Little moved and Kathy Brook seconded the motion
that we adopt the current statement of positions in the Membership Directory, with the correction of the
last revision of the education position date to 2015. The motion passed.
10. Adoption of Recommended Program for Study and Action: The Recommended Study for Program and
Action for 2019/2020 proposed by the membership at the Feb. 12, 2019 Program Planning meeting was
adopted, with a revision of wording in item #3 from “Voter Impediments Study” to “18- to 22-year-old
Voter Participation Study.” Other items as published in the Voter (p. 24) include recommending no
additional studies for the state organization or local chapter, reviving the Immigration Committee, and
beginning to research functions of County Government, starting with Mental Health.
11. LWVNM Convention Delegates: Kathy Brook, Eileen VanWie, Kim Sorensen, and Judy LaPointe will our
delegates to the state convention in May. We can send two more delegates. Yvonne Flores is interested but
needs to check her schedule.
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12. Report of Nominating Committee and Election: The proposed slate of new officers was presented by
Nominating Committee Chair Jane Asche as follows:
• Kathy Brook, Co-President, April 2019–April 2021;
• Eileen VanWie, Co-President, April 2019–April 2021;
• Reed Robert (Bob) Burn, Treasurer, April 2019–April 2021;
• Maryellen Kebbel, Membership Director, April 2019–2021;
• Sharon Thomas, Nominating Committee Chair, April 2019–April 2020; and
• Judith LaPointe, Elected Member of Nominating Committee, April 2019–April 2020.
A call for nominations from the floor resulted in no other candidates. Johnnie Aldrich moved and Maryellen
Kebbel seconded that the slate as submitted by the nominating committee be approved in its entirety. The
motion passed unanimously by acclamation.
13. Additional Annual Meeting Business: Co-President Kathy Brook seeks a volunteer to serve as Interim
Secretary, filling out Ashley Beyer’s term, and Co-President Eileen VanWie seeks a volunteer to assist
Maryellen Kebbel with Membership work. We will continue to search for members willing to fill these roles.
Direction to the Board: Members requested that the Board address the following items in the coming year.
• Marjorie Burr asked that the Board initiate a discussion with the State Board about how we offer services to
other communities.
• Christina Little asked the Board to focus on educating the public about ranked choice voting, possibly with a
forum in early fall.
• Bonnie Votaw asked that we extend our study of county government, inviting Manager Macias and Jamie
Michael to help us understand the progress or lack thereof of the mental health facility (Triage Center) that
was built three years ago and has not been used.
• Erika Graf-Webster suggested that we may need a unit meeting about county issues.
• Yvonne Flores and Marjorie Burr asked that we hold more unit meetings in place of meetings with a
speaker. Give membership time to discuss and prioritize issues.
• Cindy Murrell asked the Board to decide on future meeting dates, times, and venues after more research of
ways to maximize accessibility and participation and growth of membership. Cindy Murrell will develop
survey of membership. The venue of WIA by Pioneer Park was suggested, with Alma d’Arte culinary
students providing lunch. It is possible that unit meetings could be held without a full meal.
• Erika Graf-Webster asked the Board to focus on development, creating a plan for fundraising.
Announcements:
• Immigration Committee meets May 9 at 2:00 pm at Branigan library.
• Youth Engagement Committee meets this Thursday, April 18, and every third Thursday at 4:00 pm at the
LCPS Learning Center. This location is more convenient for teacher members.
• Book Club will be April 25, location TBD.
• Donate to the Bob Burns Scholarship fund.
• LWVNM Convention will be May 17–19 in Los Alamos. A block of rooms has been reserved at Holiday Inn
Express, $99.99/room.
• Southwest Environmental Center will hold a meeting with legislators to inform public about what did and
did not get done in the 2019 legislative session of NM.
• Short Board meeting will be held directly after the Annual Meeting adjourns today.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:30pm, after Bonnie Votaw so moved and Jo Galvan Nash seconded the motion,
and it passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Cindy Murrell and Jane Asche, Meeting Recorders
Bonnie Votaw and Jo Galvan Nash, Readers
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League of Women Voters of Greater Las Cruces
Board of Directors

Board Meeting Thursday, April 4, 2019
Branigan Library, 10:00 a.m. - 11:40 a.m.
Reported by Cindy Murrell
(Note: Actions to be done are highlighted in yellow)
Present: Kim Sorensen (President), Erika Graf-Webster (Director for Youth Engagement), Maryellen Kebbel
(Interim Chair Membership), William Little (Treasurer), Cindy Murrell (Vice President Vicki Simons
(Co-Chair Voter Services–Registration), and Jo Galván Nash and Bonnie Votaw (Voter Editors)
Standing Board Items
President Kim Sorensen called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. As it was her last meeting as president, she
brought Starbucks coffee and croissants for everyone!
No changes to the agenda were necessary.
March 7, 2019 minutes were approved.
Discussion
Erika raised the issue of the need for a permanent secretary. We could appoint someone to fill out Ashley’s
term through April of 2020. William suggested putting this on the Agenda for the Annual Meeting.
Cindy will bring some extra printouts of the Voter to the Annual Meeting.
Reports
Treasurer William Little submitted a written report showing $5,393.24 in the bank account after $40.99 in
expenses this month. A $195 bill for printing of “Who’s Who will be paid in April. Membership payments for
5/1/2019 through 4/30/2020 have been collecting in PayPal account and will be deposited after May 1 st.
William has briefed incoming treasurer Bob Burn on duties and procedures.
Annual Meeting Minutes will be needed to take to the bank in May to get new signatories Bob Burn and one
of the co-presidents on our bank account. We will deal with possibilities of chapter name change and status
change to 501c3 afterward.
Membership
• The membership directory will continue to be available in print. We discussed options for making
regularly updated directory available to members and decided to ask Dale about establishing an
intranet section of our website for members only, accessible by password. This would keep members’
contact information private and assure one correct data list, maintained by the Membership Chairs.
We should also use blind copying or Constant Contact for emails to the entire group to keep contact
information relatively private.
• The board agreed that it might be wise to have staggered terms for two Co-Chairs of Membership, but
that would require a Bylaw change, so that will not happen this year.
• Replacing Caprice. Maryellen and Caprice had agreed to an interim appointment scheduled to end this
month. Maryellen has agreed to accept a two-year term as Membership Chair (which Kim will add to
Annual Meeting Agenda) with the understanding that she may have to step down before the end of
—continued page 7
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the term. We will look for a volunteer who will either serve as Co-Chair with Maryellen or just help
with data entry. Erika will contact some of our new teacher members to see if they can help, and we
may solicit volunteers at our Annual Meeting.
Voter Services
500 Who’s Who brochures have been printed and Vicki Simons has been delivering them to libraries and the
County Clerk’s office. Librarians are happy to see them. Cindy will take some to the Annual Meeting, to
Corbett Center and to Munson Center. Next year’s Voter’s Guide: Mesilla is the only municipality to opt out of
the combined election in November 2019.
The League will need to have a School Board Forum before the November election, and a February 2020
forum before the March 2020 Mesilla elections.
Youth Engagement Erika submitted a written report.
•

•

“Champion of Democracy” Awards: The Youth Engagement Committee (YEC) asked for the Board’s
approval of this plan to give four $250 cash awards, funded by personal donations and funneled
through LWVGLC bank account. The awards will go to one senior from each of the four large high
school that participated in the Celebration of Democracy event, to be presented at the end-of-year
awards ceremonies for graduating seniors. The Board asked Erika to develop an application form to
help civics teachers choose the award-winner from their school. As the school year will be ending in six
weeks, William moved that the YEC Chair move ahead with this plan with input and guidance from
President Kim as a representative from the Board. Cindy seconded, and the motion passed
unanimously. UPDATE: Josie Miller received feedback from LCPS Chief Academic Officer Dr. Wendi
Miller-Tomlinson that six high schools were involved in the Celebrate Democracy event, and that
Honors Assemblies will be May 8th, giving little time for teachers to solicit and judge applications. The
Board is voting by email on postponing the awards until next year, including them in the planning from
the beginning. The vote at this point is trending in favor of this option. [CM 4-9-2019]
Selecting and Recommending Teachers for Harvard Case Study Opportunity: The YEC will consider
applications from local history/civics/government teachers for this workshop opportunity, a
partnership between LWV of Greenwich (CT) and Harvard University Business School, located on the
Harvard Campus this summer. The committee will choose and recommend two teachers. Applications
are due May 12, and one application has already been received. The YEC may choose applicant essays
on the importance of civics education and democracy to submit to local newspapers as op-eds, and
may also write its own op-ed about the program. More info on the Workshop is available at
https://www.hbs.edu/case-method-project/Pages/default.aspx

Program
• Speaker: Sharon Shoemaker suggested a speaker from the Public Bank described in handout
distributed at meeting. Kim will talk to that organization about whether our October meeting is a
possibility. Bonnie suggested County Manager Fernando Macias as a speaker for the June meeting.
Lynne Carver was going to look into mental health issues with the county and will contact Debbie
Michael. After Kim gets more info on the Public Bank, Cindy will talk to Lynne and look into scheduling
someone from the County. Another suggested is Dr. Bobbie Green, new president of our local NAACP
chapter.
• Venue: Cindy will see if La Posta will honor $15/plate cost originally quoted by Ismael. If not, we will
—continued p. 8
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•

•

meet at Good Sam on May 13. Good Sam has been accommodating, but the Creative Arts room is not
always available. Parking is difficult for lunch meetings, but William says that may be because Academy
for Learning in Retirement also meets on first Mondays.
Timing of Meetings: We discussed the pros and cons of noon versus evening meetings (attendance at
lunch meetings was greater than evening meetings pre-2017). We want to accommodate both
members who work full time and members who cannot drive at night. It was decided that should be a
question for the new Board to decide. We will probably not have a July meeting.
Survey: Bonnie suggested conducting a survey of member preferences as to venue and timing of
meetings by email. Cindy will develop the survey.

Other
Forums: We will have a forum on immigration sometime this year.
Old Equipment: Kim has 2 screens and a projector at her house. The projector works with older model
computers but may not be compatible with the newest software. Jo will look for a home with them.
NM Conference Attendees: We have money to support six delegates. Erika and Kim would like to go, in
addition to our new co-president Kathy Brook. We will solicit other delegates at Annual Meeting?
William reminded the President and Vice President that the new Board should meet at least briefly
immediately after the Annual Meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 am
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Youth Engagement Committee
April 2019 • by Erika Graf-Webster

“Champion of Democracy” Awards
The Youth Engagement Committee plans to award “Champion of Democracy” certificates with a $250 cash
award to one senior from each of the four large high schools that participated in the October 9 Democracy in Doña
Ana County event. We are proposing the following criteria for selecting the student from each high school to
receive this award: the teacher(s) who brought the students from each high school should select one individual
from their group who (a) ended up actually voting, (b) seemed to be inspired by the event and (c) would be willing
to talk about it to younger students in lower classes, i.e., we would like a student who would present the event in a
positive light and inspire younger students to participate in future years.
The League will be providing the total amount of $1,000 to fund the four awards and a News Release will be
written about the award and the four recipients.
Raising the $1,000: (a) ask League members for targeted donations; (b) Sue Cain and Erika Graf-Webster
will fund any shortfall.
Selecting and Recommending Teachers for Harvard Case Study Opportunity
The LWV of Greenwich (CT) has piloted a successful civics education program in partnership with local high
schools, using cases from Harvard Business School Professor David Moss's recent book, Democracy: A Case Study.
Collaborating with Leagues of Women Voters from across the country, The Harvard Case Method Project has
agreed to make an all-expenses-paid, professional development workshop available to outstanding high school
teachers of US History, Government and Civics nominated by their local League chapters.
This falls perfectly under the aegis of The Civic Engagement Project, a formal collaborative project between
our League and the Las Cruces Public Schools. We worked with these civics and government teachers to make the
October 9 Democracy in Doña Ana County a big success.
Erika Graf-Webster has contacted Dr. Deidre Kamiami, who is the US League lead for this effort, and told her
that we would be nominating two of our local history/civics/government teachers for this opportunity. The Youth
Engagement Committee has created the criteria for selecting our nominees and has provided the following
information to the Civics Engagement Project team:
The League wishes to invite ALL teachers who worked on the October 9 Democracy event to be apply for this
opportunity. In addition, if there are other history/civics/government teachers who might wish to be
considered, we are happy to do so. So please forward the description of this opportunity to all those
teachers. Here is the link on Harvard’s website for more information: https://www.hbs.edu/case-methodproject/Pages/default.aspx
The League will select two teachers to recommend for this program. Those teachers who wish to be considered
should let us (me) know as soon as possible. We ask that you provide the following - we are NOT looking for
very lengthy responses:
• Contact information
• Very brief resume - just the highlights of your education and your teaching career
• Why you would like to take this training
• What you did to support the October 9, 2018 Democracy in Dona Ana County event (if anything)
• A short (750-1000 word) op-ed style essay that describes why civics education and democracy are so
important to our county and our state. The League will submit the essays that we feel are outstanding to
the local newspapers.
We have already received one application from a government teacher at Arrowhead Park Early College High School.
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Candidate Books for LWVGLC Book Club – May 2019
Status

Book
Books Selected for Future Meetings

Dark Territory – the Secret History of Cyber War by Fred Kaplan
“An important, disturbing, and gripping history” (Kirkus Reviews), the never-before-told
story of the computer scientists and the NSA, Pentagon, and White House policymakers
who invent and employ cyber wars—where every country can be a major power player
and every hacker a mass destroyer. Dark Territory is a page-turner [and] consistently
surprising” (NY Times).
Selected for Truth in Our Times : Inside the Fight for Press Freedom in the Age of Alternative
Facts
June 27
David E. McCraw recounts his experiences as the top newsroom lawyer for the New York
At Erika’s
Times during the most turbulent era for journalism in generations. McCraw recounts the
hard, legal decisions behind the most impactful stories of the last decade with candor and
style. The book is a rare peek behind the curtain of the celebrated organization, a love
letter to freedom of the press, and a decisive rebuttal of Trump's fake news slur through a
series of hard cases.
Selected for The Threat: How the FBI Protects America in the Age of Terror and Trump
(2019) by Andrew McCabe
July 25
Andrew G. McCabe offers a dramatic and candid account of his career, and an
impassioned defense of the FBI's agents, and of the institution's integrity and
independence in protecting America and upholding our Constitution. Important, revealing,
and powerfully argued, The Threat tells the true story of what the FBI is, how it works, and
why it will endure as an institution of integrity that protects America.
Candidate Books for Future Selection
Date in left column is the date on which the book was added to this list
The Opposite of Hate: A Field Guide to Repairing Our Human ity by Sally Kohn
2-24-19
As a progressive commentator on Fox News and now CNN, Sally Kohn has made a
career out of bridging intractable political differences and learning how to talk respectfully
with people with whom she disagrees. But these days even famously “nice” Kohn finds
herself wanting to breathe fire at her enemies. It was time to look into the epidemic of hate
all around us and learn how we can stop it. Kohn talks to leading scientists and
researchers and investigates the evolutionary and cultural roots of hate and how incivility
can be a gateway to much worse.
The Empire and the Five Kings: America's Abdication and the Fate of the
2-24-19
World by Bernard-Henri Levy
One of the West’s leading intellectuals offers a provocative look at America’s withdrawal
from world leadership and the rising powers who seek to fill the vacuum left behind.
Bernard-Henri Lévy lays bare in this powerful and disturbing analysis of the world today,
America is retreating from its traditional leadership role, and in its place have come five
ambitious powers—Russia, China, Turkey, Iran, and Sunni radical Islamism— who are
taking steps to undermine the liberal values that have been a hallmark of Western
civilization.
The State Strikes Back: The End of Economic Reform in China? By Nicholas
2-24-19
Lardy
China’s extraordinarily rapid economic growth since 1978, has set world records and
continued unabated. China scholar Nicholas R. Lardy argues that China’s future growth
prospects could be equally bright but are shadowed by the specter of resurgent state
dominance, which has begun to diminish the vital role of the market and private firms in
China’s economy.

Selected for
May 23
At Eileen’s
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Status

Book

4-2-19

Doing Justice: A Prosecutor's Thoughts on Crime, Punishment, and the Rule
of Law by Preet Bharara
By the one-time federal prosecutor for the Southern District of New York, an
important overview of the way our justice system works, and why the rule of law is
essential. Using case histories, personal experiences and his own inviting wri ting
and teaching style, Preet Bharara shows the thought process we need to achieve
truth and justice in our daily lives and in our society.
How Safe Are We?: Homeland Security Since 9/11 by Janet Napolitano
Former Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano offers an insightful analysis of
American security at home and a prescription for the future. Napolitano pulls no punches,
reckoning with the critics who call it Frankenstein's Monster of government run amok, and
taking a hard look at the challenges we'll be facing in the future. But ultimately, she argues
that the huge, multifaceted department is vital to our nation's security. An agency that's
part terrorism prevention, part intelligence agency, part law enforcement, public safety,
disaster recovery makes for an odd combination the protocol-driven, tradition-bound
Washington D.C. culture. But, she says, it has made us more safe, secure, and resilient.
People, Power, and Profits: Progressive Capitalism for an Age of Discontent
by Nobel prize winning economist Joseph Stiglitz
We all have the sense that the American economy tilts toward big business, but as Stiglitz
explains, the situation is dire. A few corporations dominate entire sectors of the economy,
contributing to skyrocketing inequality and slow growth. Too many have made their wealth
through exploitation of others rather than through wealth creation. Stiglitz identifies the
true sources of wealth and of increases in standards of living, based on learning,
advances in science and technology, and the rule of law. The assault on the judiciary,
universities, and the media undermines the very institutions that have long been the
foundation of America’s might. We need to exploit the benefits of markets while taming
their excesses, making sure that markets work for us - the U.S. citizens - and not the other
way around.

4-18-19

4-21-18
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Treasurer’s Report
Provided by William Little, Treasurer
1 April 2019
For 4 April 2019 Board Meeting
Activity since last Board Meeting
Expenses:
Consumer Cellular:
50th Anniversary tea
TOTAL:

$ 19.38 [League cell phone]
$ 21.61 [guest book for Feb 23 tea]
$ 40.99

Income:
No activity [membership payments held until May]
31 March 2019 Checkbook Balance: $5,393.24
[Including $65 membership payment for the coming year.]
Education Fund
$195 bill for “Who’s Who” received. To be paid in April and reimbursement request filed.
DISCUSSION
Incoming treasurer briefed on duties and procedures.

Membership Director’s Reminder

Is Your Check in the Mail?

May is Membership Renewal Month. Please be
sure to send your annual dues of $65.00 to LWVGLC,
PO Box 15142, Las Cruces, NM 88004. Each
additional family member is $32.50; students are
free. The amounts remain unchanged. For your
convenience, you may also go to our website,
www.lwvglc.org . If you have any questions, please
contact Maryellen Kebbel,
Maryellen.kebbel@gmail.com/

There’s still time to donate to the
LWVSNM’s Bonnie Burn Scholarship. Send
your check to the LCPS Foundation and write
“Bonnie Burn Scholarship” in the memo line.
Make your tax-deductible donation to the LCPS
Foundation. Then, mail to: Betsy Geery,
Executive Director, LCPS Foundation, PO Box
16214, Las Cruces, NM 88004. Your generosity
goes toward a $1,000 non-renewable
scholarship each year.

Thank You!
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