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NEWS RELEASE 
 

Political Candidate Forum Scheduled for Doña Ana County Races 
 

LAS CRUCES---The League of Women Voters of Southern New Mexico has announced a candidates’ forum 

will be held at 6:00 p.m., Tuesday, October 6, for several political races that will be decided by voters in 

New Mexico’s General Election.  The League, based in Las Cruces, will co-sponsor the forum with Temple 

Beth-El of Las Cruces.  Both organizations are non-partisan, said Terri Sugarman, League organizer. 

The forum, open to the public, will be held at Temple Beth-El, 3980 Sonoma Springs Ave. in Las 

Cruces and will focus on contested races for the New Mexico House of Representatives. Candidates invited 

to participate are (listed in ballot order): District 33 – Micaela Lara Cadena (D) and Enrique Kiki Vigil (R); 

District 36 - Julia E. Ruiz (R) and Nathan P. Small (D); District 37 - Lori A. Martinez (D) and Isabella Solis (R); 

and District 53 - Ben Luna, Jr. (R) and Sarah Angelina Silva (D). District 53 also includes portions of Otero 

County.  

The moderator will be Ned Ruben of Temple Beth-El.  In addition to questions asked by both 

organizations, the forum will allow audience attendees to submit written questions.  Sugarman said there 

will be a short reception after the forum ends so that candidates can visit with audience members.  

Security will also be present. 

 “This is a great opportunity for voters to hear directly from the candidates,” Sugarman said.  “The 

forum will help voters learn about the candidates’ backgrounds, experiences, and how they would address 

community issues.” 

 The League had previously scheduled another forum for Monday, Oct. 5 but it will be rescheduled 

later in October to allow more candidates to participate.  

 “This is a critical time to hear from as many candidates as possible, especially since early voting is 

right around the corner,” Sugarman added.  

Early voting is open Oct. 6-31 and voter registration is available through Election Day.  Sugarman 

said residents can use the state League’s online voter tool – www.Vote411.org — a one-stop-shop website 

that offers voter registration information, candidates’ profiles and answers to League questions, absentee 

ballot applications, and all races throughout New Mexico.  Other websites with voting resources include 

www.VoteNM.gov  and www.DACelections.com. For more information, contact LWVSNM at 

lwvsnm@gmail.com. 
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