
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
 Elzabeth “Liz” Rodriquez Johnson 
            2026-2027 
 
The League of Women Voters of Southern New Mexico has been actively working to Get Out the Vote (GOTV) for Dona 
Ana County elections in 2026. Our emphasis has been on absentee voting beginning with the Semi-Open Primary Election 
and will continue through the General Election in November. As President of LWVSNM, I believe one of the most useful 
services our league can provide is to make as many people as possible aware that citizens of New Mexico can now vote via 
absentee ballots. The convenience and ease of absentee voting will empower more of our citizens to participate in our 
elections. 
 
In 2020, all New Mexicans were allowed to vote via absentee ballot because of Covid. The result was, per the Secretary of 
State website, the largest Dona Ana County (DAC) voter turnout (64.42%) up to now.  Additionally, in the 2023 Legislative 
Session, HB 4 “Voting Rights Protections” was passed and signed by the Governor on March 2023.  A provision of the bill, 
“New Mexico Voting Rights Act,” established a permanent absentee voter list effective January 2024.  For me, the key 
takeaway is that when you make it convenient enough for people to vote, they will vote in large numbers. 
 
Absentee ballots allow people to vote from home.  Citizens of New Mexico, who apply and qualify, receive a ballot with a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope.  Once the ballot has been completed, it can be dropped in the nearest mailbox or in 
election drop boxes located throughout DAC.  For people who have a hectic schedule and find it difficult to stand in line to 
vote, absentee ballots offer more of an opportunity to vote.   
 
To that end, LWVSNM partnered with Dona Ana County Community College (DACC) to produce and distribute a poster 
(see below) that would promote use of absentee ballots.  DACC distributed the poster to all its branches and the affiliates of 
the branches.  The posters were displayed in areas that could obtain the highest visibility.  Because voters in the rural areas 
tend to be the lower propensity voters, I prioritized promoting the poster in the rural areas.  I was asked to speak to numerous 
groups including the Village of Hatch Coalition, Kayleigh Martinez Director; Dona Ana Early Childhood Coalition, Illiana 
Perez Director; and Tierra del Sol in Las Cruces, Rose Garcia Director.  The poster was also sent to the Women’s 
Intercultural Center in Anthony, Mary Carter Director.  Each group offered the opportunity to have the poster distributed to 
many other organizations in their distribution lists.   
 
The LWVSNM has not only been actively participating in promoting the use of the absentee ballot through community 
organizations, but through NMSU as well.  After meeting with several of us, Professor Daniel Gomez, an Assistant Professor 
with the NMSU Government Department, indicated that he discussed absentee ballots in his classes and with the Master of 
Public Administration program director.  Professor Gomez has distributed the absentee ballot posters throughout the 
department and sent them along to former students working in the DAC rural areas.  
 
As a part of the GOTV effort for the General Election, the LWVSNM hopes to solicit and obtain money for billboards and 
continue to speak and partner with more groups. It is our goal to let our voters know that all citizens of New Mexico are now 
allowed to vote via absentee ballot.  
 
Liz 
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LWVSNM

Upcoming Calendar Events • June/July 2026 
 June ~ Pride Month, National PTSD Awareness Month, Family Month 

 

Tuesday, June 2nd - New Mexico (Mid-Term) Primary Election 
Thursday, June 4th Book Club Zoom Mtng – 3:00 PM; “Firestorm” by Jacob Soboroff (Email for Zoom Link:  
  kathybrook@comcast.net) 
Sunday, June 14th – Flag Day 
Friday, June 19th – Juneteenth  
Saturday, June 20th – LWVSNM Summer Social and New Member Welcome 11:30AM – 1:30 PM 
Sunday, June 21st – Father’s Day 
Monday June 22nd – 3:00 PM Educational Session on Interim NM Legislative, Finance and Education       
Committees - Zoom link to follow 

 
July ~ National Ice Cream, Hot Dog and Watermelon Month 

 
NO MEETINGS OR NEWSLETTER IN JULY 

   Friday, July 3rd – Air Conditioning Appreciation Day 
Saturday, July 4th – Independence Day 
Thursday, July 23rd – Deadline to submit articles for August The Voter newsletter 

Membership News 
Summer Social and New Member Welcome on Saturday June 20 

 
Please join us as we welcome our newest League members and learn about current League projects at our 2026 Summer 
Potluck and Social.   
 When: Sat. June 20, 11:30 am -1:30 pm 
 Where: 5309 Redman Road, the home of LWVSNM member Shirley Armstrong 
Our special guest will be Hannah Burling, the President of the League of Women Voters of New Mexico.  
We’ll also be raffling off gift cards to local businesses—so don’t miss! (Raffle tickets: $5 each or 5 for $20) 
 
New members will be our guests. For all others, please sign up to bring chip/dip, salad, dessert, or another kind of dish. 
Here’s the link:  
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fOsLVwUa6Z7hSfSHGaffkTjk6VC1M_ic_pAtoz5hEYA/edit?tab=t.0 
 
Meet new members, say “Hi” to “old” friends, learn how you can help prepare for the upcoming Mid-Term General 
Election in November—and have fun! 
 
Questions? Contact Kate Mangelsdorf at:  katemangelsdorf@iyahoo.com or 575-632-2770      
 

 

 
                                                 

 

          Susan Bagby  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fOsLVwUa6Z7hSfSHGaffkTjk6VC1M_ic_pAtoz5hEYA/edit?tab=t.0


 
 
 
     

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
Submitted by Kathy Brook, Treasurer 

 
As of May 22, 2026, the bank balance stood at $13,842.20.  Of that amount, $3,779.00 is designated for 

particular projects, including $1000 from the December, 2025 Legislative Conversation raffle proceeds dedicated to 
Voter Services.  The undesignated funds can be used for any League purpose. 

 
Giving Day I can now report that the Southern New Mexico Giving Day, in which LWVSNM participated for 

the first time, brought us $640 in donations – of which $500 earned matching funds provided by Community Foundation 
of SNM, Gila Community Foundation, and United Way of Southwest New Mexico.  Matching funds were provided to 
several new participants in this event.  We have Chris Little to thank for nudging the board to use this vehicle to raise the 
visibility of the League in the community.  Thanks also to Jennifer Kreie who provided feedback on our posting for 
Giving Day and provided inspiration on naming the giving levels. In this first effort all but one of the eight donations 
came from our generous members; the other came from a Silver City resident.  

 
Other Income and Expenses In addition to Giving Day support, many members are paying their dues. On the 

spending side, we have paid for printing of annual meeting materials ($54.41) and for meeting space ($50.00). 
  

Volunteer Opportunity 
 
LWVSNM bylaws call for an annual review of our finances. The purpose is to determine how well our income and 
expenses are accounted for (for example, do we have adequate documentation?) and to make suggestions for financial 
improvements.  This is a well-defined task and need not take a lot of time.  What we need is one or two members to 
review the records and issue a brief report.  I have done this myself when someone else was treasurer, but it is not 
appropriate for me to review my own work.  Please let me (kathybrook@comcast.net) know if you would be willing to 
do this within the next month or so. 
 

Civic Engagement 
By Former Congressman Adam Kinsinger 

AmeriCorps and the Census Bureau put out a study in late 2024 — the most comprehensive look we have at civic engagement 

in America — and the headline number is the kind of thing that should have been on every front page. Between 2022 and 2023, 

formal volunteering in the United States grew by 22 percent. It is the largest expansion of formal volunteering on record since 

the Census Bureau started tracking it back in 2002. 

75.7 million Americans — almost 30 percent of adults — formally volunteered through an organization. They gave just under 

five billion hours of their time. And the informal number, the one that nobody tracks but that arguably matters more, is even 

better. 54.2 percent of Americans said they helped a neighbor in the past year — sat with their kids, drove them somewhere, 

picked up groceries, lent a tool, watched the house while they were gone. That number is higher than it was before the 

pandemic. Not recovered. Higher. Whatever the screens and the suspicion did to us, they did not break that. 

Who did this? It wasn’t a federal program. It wasn’t a billionaire. Nobody passed a law that said, “go volunteer.” It was a 

country that has plenty of reasons to give up on itself and is, in this specific way, refusing to. But the trend points the right 

direction. 

Here’s what I take from this. The story we tell ourselves about who we are right now — atomized, hostile, glued to phones, 

incapable of doing anything together — is part of the story, but it isn’t all of it. Underneath all that, in 75 million different 

ways, people are still showing up! 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 
At its April meeting, the LWVNM Council approved The Impact of Medical Malpractice on Access to Care as a 
recommended state study. This means the study may be adopted under the emergency-measures provisions of the 
LWVNM Bylaws, and implementation can begin. The LWVSNM Healthcare Committee will lead the study and 
invite all local leagues to participate. 
 
The first step will be to contact all League of Women Voters units in the United States, describe the study, and 
determine whether similar work has been done elsewhere. Staff at the National Office may be able to provide a 
President’s List, which goes to all state league presidents, who can then contact local leagues in their states to 
request information on medical malpractice and access to care. The National Office may also be able to suggest 
strategies. Outreach will also be made to all four leagues in New Mexico: Los Alamos, Santa Fe, Albuquerque, and 
Las Cruces. Committee Chair Joanne Turnbull will present the study to the Central New Mexico League on July 9, 
2026. 
 
Current members of the LWVSNM Healthcare Committee are Shirley Armstrong, Kayla Blanchard, Kathy Brook, 
Broni Bruce, Erika Graf-Webster, Randee Greenwald, Chris Little, Liz Rodriguez Johnson, and Terri Sugarman. 
                                                                                             
                                                                                                                 Submitted by Joanne Turnbull, Chair 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Las Cruces City Council 

May 4, 2026 
Observer: Jennifer Kreie 
 
There were several proclamations and several comments made in public input.  Three resolutions and three 
ordinances passed.  Two items dealt with housing.  Resolution # 26-139 passed that fulfills requirements from 
HUD for the Community Development Block Grant Home Investment Partnership Program. Ordinance # 3113 
passed that conveys four city-owned vacant parcels to Tierra Del Sol Housing Corp (Rose Garcia, Director) for the 
development of single-family affordable housing. 
 
                                                                                                      Observer: Jennifer Kreie 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Health  Care 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

If you want to know who’s on which League committee, or who’s involved with which activity or event, 
there is a list of Committees on our website.  CLICK HERE or go to lwvsnm.org, then click on the 

“Members Page” menu and open the “LWVSNM Committees.” 
 

Email lwvsnm@gmail.com to get your name added to one of the categories. 
 

 
 
 

 
Books Selected for Upcoming Meetings 

June 4th  Firestorm: The Great Los Angeles Fires and America's New Age of Disaster by Jacob Soboroff 
A "gripping, unshakeable firsthand account" (San Francisco Chronicle) of the firestorm that 
consumed Los Angeles, from the MS NOW reporter. On the morning of January 7, 2025, a message 
pinged the phone of Jacob Soboroff, a national reporter for MS NOW. “Big Palisades fire. We are 
evacuating,” his brother texted. Soon he was on the front line of the blaze—his first live report of 
what would turn o to be weeks covering unimaginable destruction, from both the Palisades Fire and 
the Eaton Fire, in Altadena. In the days to come, Soboroff appeared across the networks of NBC 
News. But no story he has covered at home or abroad could have prepared him for reporting live as 
the hallmarks of his childhood were engulfed in flames around him and burned to the ground. 

July 2nd  
 

Polar War: Submarines, Spies, and the Struggle for Power in a Melting Arctic by Kenneth R. Rosen 
In Polar War, Kenneth R. Rosen takes readers on an extraordinary journey across the changing face of 
the far north. Through intimate portraits of scientists, soldiers, and Indigenous community leaders 
representing the interests of twenty-one countries across four continents, he witnesses firsthand how 
rising temperatures and growing tensions are reshaping life above and below the Arctic Circle. . . . His 
deeply researched and personal accounts capture the diverse landscapes, people, and conflicted interests 
that define this complex northern region. The result is both an elegy for a vanishing landscape and an 
urgent warning about how the race for Arctic dominance could spark the next global conflict. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The book club meetings are the 1st Thursday of each month at 3:00 p.m.   
If you want to participate, contact Vicki Simons at vrsimons@comcast.net. 

 

https://www.lwvsnm.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/COMMITTEES-List_030126.pdf
mailto:lwvsnm@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/Jacob-Soboroff/e/B08543PK9P/ref=dp_byline_cont_ebooks_1
https://www.amazon.com/Kenneth-R-Rosen/e/B07WWC6B7T?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1776375506&sr=1-1
mailto:vrsimons@comcast.net


  

 
2026/27 LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF 

SOUTHERN NEW MEXICO BOARD: 
 

Liz Rodriguez-Johnson –  President 
OPEN – 1st Vice-President 
OPEN – 2nd Vice President 

OPEN – Secretary 
Kathy Brook – Treasurer 

Kate Mangelsdorf – Membership Director 
Rose Jacobs – Voter Services Director 

OPEN – Youth Engagement Director 
 

Off-Board Volunteers 
Social Media – Rebecca Courtney & Kathy Brook 

Voter Services Activities – Rebecca Courtney, David Rice, Dale Yeo 
Publicity Coordinator – Lynda St. Clair 

The Voter Editor – Nancy Stanton 
Healthcare Committee Chair – Joanne Turnbull 

Education Committee Chair – OPEN 
Nominating Committee: OPEN, Chair, and two Members: OPEN 

Observer Corps: Kathy Brook and Jennifer Kreie 
Historian - Ruth Jaure 

Webmaster - Jo Galván Nash 
 
•  

lwvsnm@gmail.com 
lwvsnm.org 

PO Box 15142, Las Cruces, NM 88004 
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