
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Calendar Events • May 2026 

Asian/Pacific Islander Heritage Month ~ Older American Month 
 

    Monday, May 5 – Cinco de Mayo 

 

  Thursday, May 7th- LWV Book Club, 3:00 PM 

 

   Saturday, May 9th – General Membership Meeting, 2:00, Morning Star Methodist Church 

   

   Sunday, May 10th – Mother’s Day 

 

Monday, May 25th Memorial Day    

 

 

 

Message from the President 
Greetings League Members…. 

 

As the LWVSNM moves forward at the beginning of the 2026 fiscal year, it’s important to prioritize our activities in support 

of the June Primary and November General Elections.  In keeping with our traditions of promoting voter registration and 

turnout, the LWVSNM hopes to continue its work in: 

• Setting up voter registration booths at the libraries and other areas in the community. 

• Partnering with other organizations in holding Candidate Forums. 

• Preparing a printed Voter Guide, which describes the legislative positions of the individual candidates. 

• Contributing to the online Voter Guide, Vote411.org.    

• Encouraging the use of absentee ballots especially by voters who find it difficult to schedule voting time. 

• Recruiting members to be Poll Watchers.  

For the Primary election, absentee ballots on-line application started April 6 and closes May 4.  After May 4, absentee ballots 

can no longer be requested on-line, but may be requested May 5-May 19, in person, at the Dona Ana County Clerk’s Office.  

Early voting starts May 5 and ends May 30.  The Primaries are June 2.   

 

As a reminder, there have been changes in the primary system.  The LWVSNM and LWVNM have been highlighting the 

changes on social media.  Also, a representative from the Election Bureau from the Dona Ana County Clerk’s Office will 

brief us at the LWVSNM Membership Meeting on May 9th, 2pm at the Morning Star Methodist Church (on Morning Star Rd) 

on the topic of changes to the primary system. 

 

I’m looking forward to working with you all during this important election year. 

 
                                                                                                                               Liz Rodriquez Johnson, President 

                  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY 2026 

Volume 58, Issue 1 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

Membership News 

We are looking forward to seeing all members and welcoming new members at our June Social/New Member 

Welcome on Saturday June 20 at 11:30 for a potluck at Shirley Armstrong’s house. Save the date! If you’re a 

new member, don’t worry about bringing a dish—it’s our treat. You’ll receive more information, including 

Shirley’s address and a sign-up sheet, soon.  

It’s membership renewal time for many of us. As you know, we now use the “pay-what-you- can” system. The 

recommended rate for the one-year membership is $75, and the minimum is $20. To renew on online with a 

credit card, go to the national LWV site at https://www.lwv.org and click on “log in.” Or you can renew by 

sending a check to LWVSNM, P.O. Box 15142, Las Cruces, NM 88004. For more information see our website 

at https://www.lwvsnm.org/join/. 

Finally, we are still looking for a little help from our wonderful members. We have several open Board 

positions, including Vice President, Youth Engagement Director, and Nominating Committee Chair or Member. 

If you’re interested, or want to help out in another way, contact Liz Rodriguez-Johnson at lizrodjohn@aol.com.  

                                                                                      
                                                                                                   Kate Manglesdorf, Membership Director 

 

Voter Registration Activities for Spring 2026 

The Voter Registration Agents, now called Third Party Agents, in the LWVSNM have had many opportunities to 

interact with the public to register voters or give out information about the Semi-open Primary coming up.  We 

attended the Naturalization Ceremony for new citizens on March 27 where we registered as many joyful new 

citizens as we could.  It is always so inspiring to see the smiles on the faces of their family and friends as they 

walk out with their new citizenship papers.  We also had a Voter Registration table at the No Kings 3 rally at 

Johnson Park on March 28 with several people stopping by to thank Stewart and Kareena Oberman for providing 

this service.  April 4 through May 2, the county Bureau of Elections set up a voter registration table at the 

Farmers’ Market spear-headed by Stewart and Kareena.  Even though most people walked by and said, “We are 

already registered,” the VRA’s were able to provide dates for online requests for an Absentee Ballot, dates for 

Early Voting and details about how to choose your ballot at the primary (See the poster below).  Rebecca 

Courtney and Randee Greenwald will be going to Arrowhead Early College High School to register students who 

are 17 and 18 in time for the primary.  A new law in New Mexico now allows citizens who are17 years old to 

vote in the primary if they turn 18 before the General Election on November 3.  Voter registration efforts and 

ways to empower voters are on-going for the league.   

    

                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                           Rebecca Courtnery, Voter Registration Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

▪ Rebecca Courtney, Voter Services Coordinator 

 
 
  

https://www.lwvsnm.org/join/
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Healthcare Committee 
 

In December 2025, our local board approved the Healthcare Committee’s request for a new statewide study of 
medical malpractice in New Mexico. At its January meeting, the state board approved the study, and final 
approval was needed from the Council which gives guidance to the State League Board  on program and is 
authorized to make changes to program only in an emergency. The Council granted approval on April 24, 2025.  
 
The LWVSNM Health Care Committee will provide leadership on implementing the study (Working Title: The 
Impact of Medical Malpractice on Access to Care) and will solicit the participation of other Local Leagues.  

 
SNM Health Care Committee members: Shirley Armstrong, Kayla Blanchard, Kathy Brook, Broni Bruce, 
Randi Greenwald, Chris Little, Liz Rodriguez-Johnson, and Terri Sugarman 
                                                
                                                                                                                                          Joanne Turnbull, Chair  

 
 
 
 

 

▪ Joanne Turnbull, Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Annual Business Meeting Summary 
 

Our annual Business Meeting was held April 11, 2026, with 22 members attending (15 in person and 7 on 

Zoom). After reviewing reports about the League’s many activities in the past year, we unanimously approved a 

2026-27 program that will focus on conducting voter services for the primary and general election (Vote411, 

forums, and the printed Voter Guide); holding the legislative conversation in December; implementing a get-

out-the-vote initiative for rural areas; and continuing our healthcare advocacy. Additionally, we voted to review 

our immigration policy.  Our membership numbers are robust at 110. We will continue our current dues 

structure, with $75 as the recommended amount. The 2026-27 budget was approved; it is about $1500 more than 

last year’s to accommodate any increase in the cost of printing the Voter Guide. Finally, we unanimously voted 

in Liz Rodriguez-Johnson as President and Rose Jacobs as Voter Services Director. We still have several officer 

and director vacancies, including Vice President, Youth Engagement Director, and Nominating Chair/Member.  

 
 

 
 

Frannie Miller 

Susan Bigby 
 

Treasure’s Report 

 
With the new fiscal year, I thought I would try something different with the treasurer’s report, skipping some of the details of 

income and expenses.  I do prepare a detailed report for the LWVSNM board and am happy to return to that format or to 

forward copies of the board report to members on request. 

the annual meeting on April 11, a new budget was approved.  One new expense item is for rental of meeting space.  As you 

may be aware, DACC has been hosting us for meetings at no charge but that situation has now changed.  Through a generous 

member donation we have funds to cover room rental costs but are also trying alternative spaces that may be less expensive 

and/or better meet our needs. 

To cover some of our program expenses, notably voter services we are seeking new forms of funding – by participating this 

year in SNM Giving Day, April 24, and by applying for support  from the LWVNM Education Fund, and other charitable 

entities.  

As of April 22, our bank balance stands at $12,678.84.                                                        Kathy Brook, Treasurer 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

Las Cruces Public School Board Meeting 
Tuesday, March 23, 2026, 6:00 PM 

 

Members Present: President Pam Cort, Vice President Robert Wofford, Secretary Patrick Nolan, Teresa Tenorio, Ed Frank 
 

LCPS High School student representative Xochitl  

 

Awards: A 2D & a 3D artwork prize was awarded to middle school students. The awards were funded by Greg Groves, 

Picture Frame Factory Outlet and Gallery. Gabby Alaniz, Executive Director of Teaching and Learning was awarded 

“Administrator of the Year 2026” by the New Mexico Association for Career and Technical Education. A Bilingual 

Multicultural Education Program Award was given to five bilingual education leaders from Mesilla Park Elementary School.  

 

Public Comment:  

One person expressed concern about renaming schools due to flaws in people once revered. Another expressed concern 

about rates of absenteeism and a lack of consistent dress codes in the schools, arguing for modesty and appropriateness. A 

third person expressed concern about gender expression being hidden from parents by schools. 

 

Superintendent’s Report: 

CSEC-LC will be negotiating about classified support staff. The student representative reported on issues related to hardware 

and WIFI and internet issues such as connectivity at various schools. The superintendent attended the Vista Middle School 

STEM night and a opening/designation of the Sunrise Community Elementary School. He worked with school groups and 

the police to create media messages. He concluded by acknowledging the allegations against Cesar Chavez and says they 

will follow the recommendations of the school board shaped by public input. Two school lobbyists offered a legislative 

update, including an overview report on the school-related legislative bills passed and a report on capital outlay projects.  
 

 

New Business: 

Dr. Miller-Tomlinson introduced the first reading of Policy FFA on naming school facilities, assuring naming or renaming 

schools is the job of the school board. Discussion of process ensued. Dr. Lazano introduced the name change policy as an 

entry to discussion of the naming of Cezar Chavez Elementary. More discussion of the process ensued, and public 

commentary will be sought.  

 

The board chose a graduating senior for consideration of a state scholarship. A physical plant employee asked for the 

supervisor to be allowed to seek application for solar funding, and it was approved.  

 

Old Business: 

Mr. Parrio presented the second reading of the policy on staff conduct with students with revisions displayed; there were no 

questions or comments. This will next move on to the third reading. Ms. Jamiesen presented the second reading with 

revisions of the policy on how the schools’ advertising and marketing processes are managed. 

 

Patti Wojahn, Education Committee 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Summary of NAACP DAC Monthly Meeting 

 

There were 4 speakers.  The first speaker was Kayla Blanchard, a health equity specialist with the Otero County 

Community Health Council.  She is promoting the vot-er.org project that provides voting information and health care 

issues. 

 

Three candidates spoke about the position each is running for:  Isabel Jerabek is running for District Court Division 4 

judge (family court).  James Frietze spoke about his qualifications for DA County Sheriff.  Shannon Reynolds, former 

county commissioner, talked about why he is running for County Assessor. 

 

Candidate forum:  May 4th at 6 PM in Corbett Center at NMSU, NAACP will host a candidate forum for DA County 

Sheriff.  There are over 10 candidates. 

 

Next meeting is May 16th at the Unitarian Church on Solano.                      Submitted by Jennifer Kreie      
 

 

•    

 

Summary of Las Cruces City Council - April 6, 2026 

 
The Council voted on four resolutions and two of them had some potential for committing funds to the 

Branigan library via the gross receipts tax (GRT) increase by voters in November 2024.  Two of the 

resolutions were routine and were passed.  Two resolutions dealt with budgeting GRT funds (Resolutions 

26-123 and -124).  Initially, the budget items did not mention the Branigan Library renovation and 

expansion.  There was lengthy discussion and the mayor and every councilor spoke in support of the 

library.  An amendment was made to Resolution 26-124 to list $2 million for the Branigan Library in place 

of a design plan for a new or renovated municipal court building. Also, the development of a new 

recreation center replaced a budget item for some improvements on Motel Blvd.  Resolution 26-123 was 

revised to allocate $1 million more for deferred facility maintenance.  Please thank your city councilor and 

the mayor for adding the $2 million line item for the library when you have a chance. 

  

$2 million is not enough for the library renovation and expansion but it is an important commitment from 

the Council and a response to priorities received from city residents regarding GRT funds.  In my opinion, 

Lynda St Clair's public comment about the importance of a line item specifically for Branigan helped the 

Council reach their decision to amend Resolution 26-124.   

  

There will be a City Council work session on May 11th that will include the issue of how much of a 

General Obligation Bond (GO bond) should be allocated to the Branigan Library.  Fully funding the 

Branigan project could come from this GO Bond. 
                                                                                                                    Submitted by Jennifer Kreie 
  
 
       

 

 

Kids Count 
 

The newest edition of the Kids Count Data Book from NM Voices for Children has been released 
and is available to the public for free. It's an annual report that tracks various indicators of child and 
family well-being in New Mexico across four key areas: economic security, education, health, and 
family and community. These indicators include issues such as child poverty, food insecurity, 

parental employment, and teen birth rates 

 

To obtain a download go to: https://www.nmvoices.org/archives/20645 

 

 

http://vot-er.org/
https://www.nmvoices.org/archives/20645


  

 
 

 
Summer 

 
 TBA 
 
  

May 7 
(Vicki) 

 
Motherland: A Feminist History of Modern Russia, from Revolution to Autocracy 
by Julia Ioffe 
Named on several Best Books of 2025 lists. Journalist Julia Ioffe was deeply disappointed when she 
briefly returned to her native Russia in 2009.  Though female doctors in her family stretched back 
three generations, the Soviet commitment to women’s equality had dramatically eroded.  Ioffe decided 
to find out why and “the result is an enthralling narrative,” a feminist history of post-revolutionary 
Russia that’s eye-opening before it reaches an unsparingly bleak portrait of the present. Ioffe turns 
modern Russian history on its head, telling it exclusively through the stories of its women.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The book club meetings are the 1st Thursday of each month at 3:00 p.m.   

If you want to participate, contact Vicki Simons at vrsimons@comcast.net. 
 

 

 

 
 

Whether it be the celebration of a life milestone, special occasion, or to honor the memory of a loved one or 

friend, please consider a donation to the League of Women Voters of Southern New Mexico to help support 

our mission to educate, inform and register voters. Help the League of Women Voters of Southern New 

Mexico make a difference. 

 

To donate using a credit card, visit our website at:  lwvsnm.org and click on the “donate” button. 

Checks can be mailed to: League of Women Voters, PO Box 15142, Las Cruces, NM 88004 

mailto:vrsimons@comcast.net
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2026/27 LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF 

SOUTHERN NEW MEXICO BOARD: 
 

Liz Rodriguez-Johnson –  President 

OPEN – 1st Vice-President 

OPEN – 2nd Vice President 

OPEN – Secretary 

Kathy Brook – Treasurer 

Kate Mangelsdorf – Membership Director 

Rose Jacobs – Voter Services Director 

OPEN – Youth Engagement Director 
 

Off-Board Volunteers 

Social Media – Rebecca Courtney & Kathy Brook 

Voter Services Activities – Rebecca Courtney, David Rice, Dale Yeo 

Publicity Coordinator – Lynda St. Clair 

The Voter Editor – Nancy Stanton 

Healthcare Committee Chair – Joanne Turnbull 

Education Committee Chair – OPEN 

Nominating Committee: OPEN, Chair, and two Members: OPEN 

Observer Corps: Kathy Brook and Jennifer Kreie 

Historian - Ruth Jaure 

Webmaster - Jo Galván Nash 

 
•  

lwvsnm@gmail.com 
lwvsnm.org 

PO Box 15142, Las Cruces, NM 88004 


