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President’s Communiqué 
 

 

 
Hi League Members!   

Well, 11th-hour voter awareness efforts continue as 

Nov. 5th is just days’ away.  Many, many individuals 

have voted early, and we have several League members 

signed up as election watchers thanks to David Rice’s 

coordination. Thousands of Voter Guides have been 

well distributed and the electronic version is accessible 

online -  www.lwvsnm.org. Please don’t forget to fill 

out the Voter Guide survey.  

 I want to thank many others for their above-and-

beyond-efforts during the past several months.  (Please 

forgive me if I accidentally miss someone.) Those who 

helped with in-person and televised 

forums include Beth Bardwell, Kathy 

Brook, Meg Irish, Johnnie Aldrich, 

Eileen VanWie, Julie Wojtko, Elisa 

Sánchez, Laura Dapkus, Jennifer 

Kreie, Nancy Stanton, Ruth Jaure, 

Kathe Kanim, and Kate Mangelsdorf 

of LWV & AAUW, Bobbie Green of 

the DAC-NAACP and Anthony Moreno of KRWG. 

The Voter Guides could not have been possible 

without the involvement of Edwina Jaramillo, Dale 

Yeo, Kathe Kanim, and Nancy Stanton; and thanks to 

many volunteers who distributed the publications 

county-wide. Kudos to Vanessa Castro at NMSU for 

her translation work! We also thank the Las Cruces 

Public Schools for placing the Voter Guides in all 

school teachers’ lounges; local charter and private 

schools did the same. A shout-out also goes to Rebecca 

Courtney for her efforts in many voter registration 

events and coordinating radio interviews. And Eileen 

VanWie’s voter information flyers went to thousands of 

rural Doña Ana County residents. 

Obviously, election season takes a lot of volunteer 

help, but it’s worth it! Getting out the vote are among 

the League’s most important goals.  Most of all, thanks 

to all of you who have (or will have) voted! 
▪ Jo, LWVSNM President 
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Time to Celebrate and Consider 
What the Future Holds 

Every December, the League of Women Voters of 

Southern New Mexico hosts a holiday social with 

delicious, complimentary food and exceptional raffles. 

We invite members, friends, and our southern New 

Mexico state legislators to celebrate the passing of the 

old and advent of the new year.  

One of the highlights of 2024 is completion of the 

election season when League members work tirelessly 

to empower voters and strengthen democracy. A lot of 

hours go into presidential elections and our members 

deserve a party to relax, socialize with friends and share 

a toast for a job well done with so many activities. 

One of the highlights of the new year, 2025, is the 

convening of the state legislature for the 60-day regular 

session on January 21st. This relatively “long” regular 

session, held only in odd-numbered years, is where the 

bulk of state legislation, in addition to the budget, is 

introduced, and debated in committee, caucus and on 

the House and Senate Floor, dies or passes and 

depending on the Governor’s signature or veto is 

enacted into law.  

As you can imagine, an organization like ours that 

encourages informed and active participation in 

government and influences public policy through 

education and advocacy, is interested to hear what our 

local state elected leaders are working on and to share 

what our top policy priorities are. Like last year, we are 

inviting our special friends to co-host the event: two 

non-partisan, civic organizations: the Doña Ana 

Chapter of the National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People and the Las Cruces 

branch of the American Association of University 

Women. Our three organizations are community-based, 

share many members, and are guided by the shared 

values of equity and inclusion. 

—continued on page 4  
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Join This Committee 
The League needs members for a new 
committee.  A new group will review and 
recommend changes to SNM Bylaws, 
Policies and Procedures. If you have a 
knack for writing, proofreading or research, 
or are familiar with League practices, please 
email Jo Galvan Nash to volunteer.  We’ll 
begin the committee meetings in November; 
monthly meetings will be on the 4th 
Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m. via Zoom.  

 

       

Upcoming Calendar Events 

NOVEMBER 2024 

Native American Heritage Month  
 

Nov. 1-2, Fri-Sat.: Dia De los Muertos 
 

Nov. 4, Mon.: LWVSNM Board Meeting, 5:30 pm,  

via Zoom; Contact Jo Galvan Nash 
 

Nov. 5, Tues., General Election Day, 7am-7pm 
 

Nov. 7, Thurs.: Education Committee, 5:00 pm, via  

Zoom, contact Eileen VanWie 
 

Nov. 11, Mon.: Veterans’ Day  
 

Nov. 16, Sat.: LWV-NM Meeting, 10:00 am in Socorro 
 

Nov. 18, Mon.: Short Board Mtg., 5:30 p.m., via 

 Zoom; Contact Jo Galvan Nash 
 

Nov. 19, Tues.: SNM Voter Services Committee,  

Debrief, 1:00 p.m., via Zoom; contact  

Kathe Kanim  
 

Nov. 26, Tues.: New Policies/Procedures Committee, 

4:00 p.m., via Zoom; contact Jo Galvan Nash   
 

Nov. 28, Thurs.: Thanksgiving 
 

 

 

  

    

 

 

 
     

 
 

 

 

 

 

       

 

Joanne Turnbull – Las Cruces 

Nominating Committee 

The Board needs to nominate a League member who can serve on the Nominating Committee, chaired by Kate 

Mangelsdorf.  In the coming months, the committee will meet to discuss a potential slate for 2025/2026. Contact Kate 

if you can help. 

 

mailto:jogalvan.nash@gmail.com
https://www.calendarr.com/united-states/day-of-the-dead/
mailto:jogalvan.nash@gmail.com
mailto:vanwieek@yahoo.com
mailto:jogalvan.nash@gmail.com
mailto:katherinekanim@gmail.com
mailto:jogalvan.nash@gmail.com
mailto:katemangelsdorf@yahoo.com
mailto:katemangelsdorf@yahoo.com
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The Legislative Education Study Committee (LESC) met in Silver City on October 16 and 17.  LWVSNM 

members Elisa Sánchez, Jane Asche, and I felt that attending the meeting was well worth our time.  Members of 

the LESC take their work seriously to study and support relevant legislation for K-12 schools in our 

state.  Hopefully, action will be taken to provide funding for some of the issues that currently do not receive 

designated state funding through the SEG (State Equalization Guarantee). Below are some of the tentative 

education budget levels being considered by the LESC for fiscal year 26; comparisons with the current fiscal year 

are also shown. 
▪ Eileen Van Wie, Education Committee Chair 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Health Care Issues: Looking Ahead to the 
Legislative Session 

 

On October 19, 2024, Mary Feldblum, Executive Director of the 

Health Security for New Mexico Campaign, made a virtual 

presentation to about 15 people in Doña Ana County, including 

several LWVSNM members.  The meeting focused on health care 

consolidation and the impact of private equity on the availability of 

health care in New Mexico, where 15 out of 41 hospitals are owned 

by private equity. 

She reported that a draft of the Health Care Consolidation 

Oversight Act may be available for review by the end of October.  

This legislation would address future consolidations in the state.  

Complementary legislation relates to the corporate practice of 

medicine (prohibiting corporations from making clinical decisions), 

whistleblower protections for private employees in health care when 

they expose policies that negatively impact their patients, and 

governance standards for hospital boards to increase public access 

to information concerning private hospitals. 

Mary made available a brief hand-out on private equity and the 

corporatization of health care as well as an overview of the elements 

that might belong in consolidations legislation.   Contact Kathy at 

kathybrook@comcast.net if you are interested in receiving copies. 
▪ Kathy Brook, co-president, LWVNM 

 
 LWVSNM Seeks New Affordable Housing Committee Chair 

The League’s Affordable Housing Committee has been very active for more than a decade.  Chaired first by long-

time League member Chris Little and more recently by Beth Bardwell, the Affordable Housing Committee has 

worked hard to increase funding and the housing supply for low-to-moderate income households.   

“Attainable housing is essential to a prosperous community,” says Beth, “as well as the physical and mental well-

being of our children. While we have made big strides, housing remains in short supply and there is a gap between 

income and wages and the cost of renting or owning a home.” The City estimates a gap of 4,000 rental units for low-

income households including seniors, disabled persons, veterans and service workers.  

The League’s voice has played an important role in increasing funding and housing supply, and without a chair, 

the Committee will likely take a pause in advocacy. Significant housing accomplishments which the League 

advocated for include:   

• 2021: City Council dedication of 50% of sales proceeds from city-owned land to the Affordable Housing Trust 

Fund, Ordinance 2965 (Council Bill 21-032), codified at Municipal Code 13-207(a)(2)g. 

• 2022: Leadership in the passage of the $6M General Obligation Bond for the development of Affordable 

Housing in the City of Las Cruces, the first in the City's history. 

• 2023:  Support for amending the City’s Fair Housing Act to prohibit landlords from discriminating against 

renters whose source of income is social security, pension, alimony, child support, foster care subsidies or 

housing vouchers. 

• 2023: Updating the League’s Affordable Housing Position to allow the League to advocate for programs and 

policies that link energy-efficient building electrification to affordable housing. 

• 2023-24: Advocacy for significant changes in the City's land development code (Realize Las Cruces) to 

increase the variety, type, availability, and supply of housing across all neighborhoods as a matter of right 

including Accessory Dwelling Units, duplexes, triplexes, fourplexes and multifamily housing with increased 

density of dwelling units per acre. 

 If housing is a passion of yours, and you could see yourself chairing an active and well-informed committee, 

please contact Beth Bardwell at betbardwell@gmail.com for more information.  
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Time to Celebrate (cont. from p. 1) 
 

Together, we throw a great party and 

engage in a lively policy discussion with our 

elected leaders. So, mark your calendars and 

celebrate with us at the Doña Ana 

Community College Workforce Center at 

2345 Nevada Avenue, in Las Cruces on 

Saturday, Dec. 7th from 11:30 AM-2:00 PM.   

Please RSVP by Mon., December 2nd at 

LWVSNM@gmail.com. Seating is limited.  

 
 

AT THE SOCIAL: 
Raffle tickets will be sold at  

the door, beginning at 11:30 am  
on Dec. 7th. 

$5 each or 5 for $20 
See the invitation on page 10 

 

JOIN US! 

mailto:kathybrook@comcast.net
mailto:betbardwell@gmail.com
mailto:LWVSNM@gmail.com
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Know Your Local Government Project Scheduled for 2025 

January 2025 will be the third Know Your Local 

Government project, a partnership among the City of 

Las Cruces, Las Cruces Public Schools, and the 

LWVSNM.  Student representatives from Las Cruces 

high schools study local government in their 

classrooms and culminate the study with a real-world 

learning experience at City Hall.  The LCPS District 

will bus about 10 students from the six high schools 

to City Hall on Wednesday, January 29.  Students will 

randomly be placed in four teams to learn about a real 

problem facing the City.  Introduction to the event 

includes information about Las Cruces City 

government and how Artificial Intelligence impacts 

the work of the City.   

City employees provide information about 

problems related to affordable housing, police and law 

enforcement, utilities (water issues), and recreation.  

Student teams have a brief amount of time to 

investigate solutions and develop a plan to address the 

problem.  The teams then present their plans to a panel 

of judges, made up of representatives of the 

partnership.  Successful teams will be invited to 

present their plan at a future City Council meeting. 

The City provides lunch and information materials.  

The planning team consists of Catrina Godinez, 

Scott Rogers, and Yvonne Flores (CLC), Jamie 

Patterson and Josie Miller (LCPS), and Eileen 

VanWie (LWVSNM).  (Note: Josie and Yvonne are 

also members of the LWVSNM.) The League is 

invited to provide Voter Registration services to those 

in attendance.   

    

 

For more information about this event, contact 

Josie Miller (jomiller@lcps.net) and/or Eileen 

VanWie (vanwieek@yahoo.com). 

 

▪ Eileen VanWie, Co-Chair 

Youth Engagement Committee 

 

 
 

 
We’re now halfway through the League Membership 

year and ‘tis the season for giving thanks and we have 

been so very blessed this year with the continued generous 

financial support from our members.  

Whether it was “Rounding Up” your membership 

dues, a donation for general support for the League’s 

work, a specific donation for the Voter Guides or a special 

project or making the top bid for donated items at our 

Annual Meeting silent auction, League of Women of 

Southern New Mexico members have stepped up and 

exceeded expectations to ensure we have the financial 

resources to carry out our mission to empower voters and 

defend democracy.  Our members’ commitment is truly 

inspiring and energizes those volunteering on our many 

committees.   

With gratitude, wishing for the good things of life in 

abundance to each and every member throughout this 

holiday season and the upcoming new year.  
▪ Nancy Stanton  

Chair, Development Committee  

 

 

 

Students culminate their exploration with presentations 
at City Hall as seen in this photo from a prior Know Your 

Local Government project. 

 

mailto:jomiller@lcps.net
mailto:vanwieek@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

NOVEMBER 7 
Small Acts of Courage: A Legacy of Endurance and the 
Fight for Democracy by  Ali Velshi  (Author) 
Small acts of courage matter. Sometimes, they change the world. Our 
history books are filled with the stories of those who fought for 
democracy and freedom―for idealism itself―against all odds, from 
Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson Mandela to Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
In this book, Velshi taps into 125 years of family history to advocate 
for social justice as a living, breathing experience―a way of life more 
than an ideology. With rich detail and vivid prose, he relates the stories 
of regular people who made a lasting commitment to fight for change, 
even when success seemed impossible. This exploration of how we 
can breathe new life into the principles of pluralistic democracy is an 
urgent call to action―for progress to be possible, we must all do 
whatever we can to make a difference. 
 

   
DECEMBER 5 

On Call: A Doctor's Journey in Public Service by  Anthony Fauci 
M.D. (Author) 

The memoir by the doctor who became a beacon of hope for millions 
through the COVID pandemic, and whose six-decade career in high-level 
public service put him in the room with seven presidents. Anthony Fauci is 
arguably the most famous – and most revered – doctor in the world today. 
His role guiding America sanely and calmly through Covid (and through 
the torrents of Trump) earned him the trust of millions during one of the 
most terrifying periods in modern American history, but this was only the 
most recent of the global epidemics in which Dr. Fauci played a major role. 
His crucial role in researching HIV and bringing AIDS into sympathetic 
public view and his leadership in navigating the Ebola, SARS, West Nile, 
and anthrax crises, make him truly an American hero. 

 
 

 
The book club 

meetings are on the 1st 
Thursday of each 

month at 3:00 p.m. 
  If you want to 

participate, contact  
Erika at 

grafwebster@icloud.com 
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If you did not get a hard copy of the local Voter 

Guides, you can still access them on the LWVSNM 

website (lwvsnm.org). You can also visit 

Vote411.org which is the internet-based hub for 

Leagues across the U.S. to capture candidate 

information. Using Google analytics, Vote411 

reports that 6.2 million voters used Vote411 

between Jan. 1 and Oct. 23, 2024, which surpasses 

the entire year of 2020.   

Kudos to our League’s secretary (and the state’s 

Voter Services chair) Edwina Jaramillo who is the 

LWV-NM coordinator for developing the state 

online guide. There have been social media posts, 

stickers, posters, letters-to-the-editors, news 

releases, and many more promotions used by 

Leagues in New Mexico to promote this online 

source of voter information.  Local members also 

involved include Tom Krajci (Otero Unit), Kathe 

Kanim, Dale Yeo, Nancy Stanton, and Jo Galván 

Nash. 

The LWVSNM Voter Guides and Vote411 

https://www.amazon.com/Ali-Velshi/e/B001NPLEVK/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Anthony+Fauci+M.D.&text=Anthony+Fauci+M.D.&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Anthony+Fauci+M.D.&text=Anthony+Fauci+M.D.&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
mailto:grafwebster@icloud.com
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KTAL Promotes Voting 
In case you missed a recent interview on KTAL radio (101.5 FM) 

there is another opportunity to listen. The program will air again at 2:00 

p.m. on Nov. 1.  Plus, the show remains in the KTAL archives  at: 

https://www.lccommunityradio.org/archives/cafe-con-leche-league-of-

women-voters-of-southern-new-mexico 

Behind the mic are LWVSNM President Jo Galván Nash, 

Treasurer Kathy Brook and Voter Services Member Rebecca 

Courtney.  They had a good discussion about voting and elections with 

KTAL host Greg Smith.   

 

 
 

  
 

 

In future issues of The Voter! 

UPCOMING  GOVERNMENT 
MEETINGS 

LC City Council: 

Nov. 4; Nov. 12 (work session); 

Nov. 18; Nov. 25 (work session); 

all meetings at 1:00 p.m., City Hall 
 

County Commission: Nov. 12 at 
9:00 a.m.; and Nov. 15 (canvassing 
board) at 1:00 p.m.; Nov. 26, 9:00 
a.m., DAC Govt. Center. 

 

LCPS School Board: Nov. 6, 5:30 
p.m., (Budget Town Hall Mtg.); 

Nov. 15, 9 a.m. (Retreat); Admin. 

Bldg. Conference Rooms; Nov. 19, 

6:00 p.m., Trujillo Admin. Bldg. 

Board Rm. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
October 2024 • Prepared by Kathy Brook, Treasurer 

 

Below is an abbreviated treasurer’s report for The Voter.  The full report will be given to the board each month 

and is available to other members on request. 
 

Beginning bank balance 18,868.47 

New Income $877.86 

Dues $227.50 

Donations, general fund $755.00 

Donations, restricted $0 

PayPal Fees ($7.14) 

New Expenses $191.41 

Printing for candidate forums 56.24 

      Website updates $100.29 

         

Closing bank balance, October 24, 2024 $19,652.42 

 

Restricted Funds (included in the bank balance) $7378.50 

Diversity $3,030.00 

Otero/LWVSNM $736 

Voter Guides $3,237.50 

Youth Engagement $375 

 

Note: we are entering the high expense months for our League so the bank balance will drop considerably 

as we pay for the English and Spanish voter guides and make our contributions to the state and national Leagues. 

https://www.lccommunityradio.org/archives/cafe-con-leche-league-of-women-voters-of-southern-new-mexico
https://www.lccommunityradio.org/archives/cafe-con-leche-league-of-women-voters-of-southern-new-mexico
https://www.lascruces.gov/1487/City-Council
https://www.donaanacounty.org/government/board-of-county-commissioners/bocc-meetings-videos
https://www.lcps.net/page/board-documents-new
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LAS CRUCES CITY COUNCIL • Regular Session 
October 7, 2024 

Observer: Jen Kreie 

 

The meeting started on time and several proclamations were given. All resolutions passed.   

• Council approved receipt of a Block Grant to help pay for a new roof for Jardin De Los Niños building. 

• Approved an increase in the service agreement between the City and the Community of Hope. 

• Two resolutions were approved for public art projects.  One will be installed at the East Mesa Recreation 

Complex.  Two will be installed at two fire stations (#1 and #6).  Public art projects are funded by 2% of 

any GO bond that is passed.   

• The City opposes the position of the U.S. government in the water access case between Texas, New Mexico 

and Colorado. 

• The City will use the power of eminent domain to access a 20'X40' piece of land at the west side of the 

parking lot in front of Staples on Lohman in order to install a well required by the EPA.  Once the well is 

installed the area will be repaved but with a manhole cover to access the well equipment.  Council Corran 

pointed out that the use of eminent domain is only allowed in New Mexico when it is required to deliver 

utility-related service. 

 
 

LAS CRUCES BOARD OF EDUCATION • Regular Session 
Tuesday, Oct. 22, 2024, 6:00 pm 

Observer: Eileen VanWie 

 

Members Present: President Teresa Tenorio, VP Pam Cort, Secretary Robert Wofford, and members Ed Frank and 

Patrick Nolan 

 

During the recognitions portion of the meeting, Ms. Sherley O’Brien, chief of student services and community 

outreach, was awarded the Las Cruces Chamber of Commerce Crystal Apple Award.  White Sands School received 

the coveted 2024 National Blue Ribbon Distinction award.  David Morales, Mayfield High School teacher and leader 

for the ENLACE program (Engaging Latino Communities for Education), received the Golden Apple Foundation of 

New Mexico Award for teaching excellence. Las Cruces Public Schools Foundation Executive Director Amy 

McCarty awarded nine projects for Innovative Teaching Grants. 

Two Public Comments:  LWVSNM member Elisa Sánchez congratulated David Morales for his work with 

ENLACE, a program she started at NMSU.  She also emphasized the importance of students seeing themselves in the 

curriculum, which she believes would support graduation from high school.  John Birch, Chair of the Las Cruces 

Suicide Prevention Task Force, informed the Board of plans for a field trip/summit with students regarding suicide 

prevention during the first week of March.   

The student advisor Alexandra from Las Cruces High School shared that the Student Advisory Committee had 

discussed the district’s cell phone policy and plan to development a survey to gather data from students about it.  Cell 

phones are used for homework and communication with families.   

Superintendent Ignacio Ruiz continues to be active for the school district, including attending a meeting of the 

Association of Latino Administrators & Superintendents (ALAS) with Dr. Roberto Lozano and supporting the 

development of mariachi music classes in the schools.  October is National Principals Month.  Phase 1 of the Family 

Support Center began last Friday.    

—continued next page 
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LCPS (cont.)  
The second readings of several policies were discussed: BEDG – Minutes; BEDH – Public Participation at 

Board Meetings; CBD – Superintendent Contract; EH – Records Retention. The first reading of Policy JIH – 

Student Searches and Seizures was discussed.  This version includes universal and uniform screening of all 

students using a weapons detection system at school entrances and people who are authorized to conduct searches 

following the policy.      

There are plans to place weapons detection systems in schools, beginning with the pilot project at Organ 

Mountain High School and Sierra Middle School.  Information is being gathered for success and plans for 

communication with families and students are being made.  

 
 

LAS CRUCES CITY COUNCIL  • Regular Session 
October 21, 2024 

Observer: Kathy Brook 

 

The library was a major subject of the meeting.  Among the budget adjustments the council approved was 

TIDD (tax increment development district) funding for design and renovation of Branigan Library. Beyond that, 

the council unanimously approved the Public Library Master Plan.  Major components of the plan are renovation 

of Branigan Library, increased staffing, increased city funding (potentially doubling the library’s share of the 

general fund, and the building of branch libraries.  The design phase will begin in January 2025 and last about a 

year.  Mayor Enriquez asked what kinds of partnerships with the county might be workable.  He was told that 

state law has provisions for creation of a library district. 

 

 
 

DONA ANA COUNTY COMMISSION  • Regular Session 
October 22, 2024 

Observer: Jo Galván Nash 

 

New County Manager Scott Andrews was present at his first Commission meeting saying 

he “looks forward to getting to... know the community as a whole."  During public input, a 

resident expressed concern that the Commission meetings open with a prayer and wants the 

practice to be revisited.   

Regarding the election, Caroline Zamora, chief deputy county clerk, encouraged early voting since a big turnout 

is expected Nov. 5th.  She reported expanded early voting began Oct. 19 and will run through Nov. 2, Tuesday 

through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.  The list of locations is at www.dacelections.com.  Zamora also acknowledged 

the Vote411 online voter guide, which has the constitutional amendments and bond questions. (The Amendments’ 

pros and cons are available on the League website.) As a reminder, Zamora said “electioneering” is prohibited 

within 100-feet of polling locations which prohibits signs, literature, buttons, t-shirts, hats, etc., in favor of a 

candidate or question.  This state law also applies to drop box locations. 

Zamora said to counter misinformation, she assured the public that New Mexico uses paper ballots and those 

could be used in case a recount is needed. Finally, the election canvass with the results will be open to the public.  

Meanwhile, Jamie Michael, director of health & human services, said the Crisis Triage Center’s licensing is 

progressing. Meanwhile, the county’s Opioid Advisory Council has completed a needs assessment with the 

assistance of NMSU. The Council’s next step is to bring three main strategies to the Commission to consider 

implementing with available funding. A joint work session with the City Council is being considered to present the 

recommendations.  

9 

OBSERVER REPORTS 

 

 

http://www.dacelections.com/
http://vote411.org/
https://www.lwvsnm.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Constitutional_Amendments_2024.pdf
https://www.lwvsnm.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Constitutional_Amendments_2024.pdf
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