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President’s Communiqué 
 

 

 

 

Hi League Members!   

I know that many people have been watching the 

variety of speeches at the recent GOP and Democratic 

conventions.  Many of the ideas conveyed were quite 

reasonable which makes me wonder why people can  

say all the right things but can’t seem 

to figure out how to accomplish 

them alongside people from different 

sides of the political aisle.  Is it really 

that hard to reach consensus or has it 

always been this way? 

Sometimes it seems that political 

parties focus more on how to create 

negative advertising, how to raise money, how to get 

the media to spread their messages, or how to 

unnecessarily bash opponents. I think all parties need a 

dose of respect and should encourage candidates to 

focus on what they stand for and explain how they’ll 

accomplish what they preach. 

This is one of the reasons that people like the 

League’s Voter Guides.  You get to read a snippet of 

what candidates have to say without any “white-

washing.” People have busy lives, and our guides are 

an easy way for voters to figure out last-minute 

decisions of who to pick for elected office.   

We have received several donations to keep our 

guides in a printed format.  (Publishing them only 

online does not fully support our goal of providing fair 

and honest information about the elections.) For some 

residents, a printed format is comfortable to manage, 

you can take it directly to the election polls, and it’s 

easy to read.   

On that note, we’ve received local bids for the 

English and Spanish Voter Guides and although the 

bids were slightly lower than our estimates (yeah!), we 

have hundreds of dollars to raise to be in the black on 

this important project. THANK YOU, to the many 

League members who have contributed! 
▪ Jo Galván Nash, President 
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No Sept. General Meeting 
 

This is a reminder that this fiscal year’s calendar is 

slightly different from previous years.  There is no 

general membership meeting in September.  But the 

Board and many volunteers are engaged in the 

upcoming General Election, planning for the December 

Social and Legislative Conversation, and organizing 

the League’s legislative priorities.  

Many more volunteers are needed for these efforts.  

Will you consider joining one of the planning 

committees?  Just send an email to any board member.  

Your ideas are appreciated! 

For those planning ahead, here are dates for future 

meetings to put on your calendars: 
◆ Sept. 7: New Members Orientation 

◆ Oct. 12: General Membership Meeting 

◆ Dec. 7: Legislative Conversation & Holiday Social 

◆ Feb. 1: New Members Orientation  

◆ Feb. 5-6 LWV Days in Santa Fe 

◆ Feb. 8: LWVSNM Program Planning 

◆ March 8: General Membership Meeting 

◆ April 12: Annual Meeting 
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Upcoming Calendar Events 

SEPTEMBER 2024 
Sept. 2, Mon.: Labor Day Holiday 
 

Sept. 3, Tues.: SNM Voter Services Committee, 1 pm,  

via Zoom, contact Kathe Kanim  
 

Sept. 3, Tues.: Affordable Housing Committee, 3:30 pm,  

via Zoom, contact Beth Bardwell 
 

Sept. 3, Tues.: Regular Board Meeting, 5:30pm, via  

Zoom, contact Jo Nash 
 

Sept. 5, Thurs.: Vote411 Answers Due 
 

Sept. 7, Sat.: Orientation Meeting, 10 am, via Zoom, 

contact Kate Mangelsdorf 
 

Sept. 9, Mon.: Education Committee, 5:30 pm, via Zoom,  

contact Eileen VanWie 
 

   Sept. 15, Sun.: Hispanic Heritage Month Begins 
 

Sept. 16, Mon.: Short Board Meeting, 5:30pm, via Zoom,  

 contact Beth Bardwell 
 

Sept. 17, Tues.: Voter Services Comm., 1 p.m., via Zoom;  

contact Kathe Kanim  
 

Sept. 17, Tues.: National Voter Registration Day 

 

OCTOBER: 

Oct. 1: Tues.: Candidate LWV Forum, 5:30 pm, City Hall 

 

Oct. 4, Fri.: Vote411 Goes Live/ Voter Guides Published 
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VOTER NAMES ARE ONLINE 

New Mexico’s voter registration records are 

once again being published online for the public 

to see. As reported by KRQE news recently, 

information such as a registered voter’s name, 

address, vote history, political party affiliation, 

and more is available on the Voter Reference 

Foundation’s website.  

Publicly available voter information does 

not include social security numbers, identifying 

information about where a voter registered, a 

voter’s day/month of birth, or a voter’s telephone 

number. 

Go to the website and type in your name to 

verify if the information is accurate.  

The Voter Reference Foundation’s website 

reports that their goals are “ensuring transparent, 

accurate and fair elections in the United States of 

America,” and “encouraging greater voter 

participation in all fifty states.” The foundation 

also aims to publish voter and government 

election data from all 50 states.  

For the complete news story, click here.  

mailto:katherinekanim@gmail.com
mailto:betbardwell@gmail.com
mailto:jogalvan.nash@gmail.com
mailto:katemangelsdorf@yahoo.com
mailto:vanwieek@yahoo.com
mailto:betbardwell@gmail.com
mailto:katherinekanim@gmail.com
https://voteref.com/
https://voteref.com/
https://www.krqe.com/news/politics-government/new-mexican-voters-information-is-publicly-online-again/amp/
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An Overview of 2024 Voter Services 
 

A big part of the League’s mission is 

empowering voters. An informed voter is an 

empowered voter. You can help the League staff 

with upcoming local candidate forums on or before 

early voting by donating a few hours of your time. 

No matter your experience, we have a job for you on 

a League team to help out at one of the following 

candidate forums. Call or email Beth Bardwell this 

week at betbardwell@gmail.com or 575-418-0288 

to learn more and volunteer! 

 

✓ KRWG Televised Candidate Forums:  

Join Anthony Moreno in the studio to ask 

prepared written questions of local candidates in 

contested State Representative, State Senate and 

County elected races. 30-minute slots.  You can 

sign up for more than one slot. Saturdays 

(possibly Mondays or Fridays) between 10 AM 

and 1 PM starting mid-September through mid-

October.  

 

✓ LWVSNM & NAACP Live Candidate 

Forums:  

If you haven’t helped host one of the League’s 

live candidate forums, you are missing out on 

one of the best experiences of being a member of 

the League. We are looking for five to seven 

volunteers to fill a variety of roles from greeter, 

timekeeper, collecting questions from the 

audience, vetting questions, to moderator on 

Tuesday, Oct. 1st and Tuesday Oct. 8th from 

5:00-8:00 PM at City Hall (forum begins at 5:30 

p.m.). Invited candidates will be from contested 

State Representative, State Senator, and County 

races.  
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✓ LWVSNM live Candidate Forum in Socorro: 

The League has been asked to host a candidate 

forum for the contested State House District 38 

race between State Rep. Tara Jaramillo and former 

State Rep. Rebecca Dow. While District 38 

extends into the Doña Ana County communities of 

Rincon, Radium Springs and Leasburg, the largest 

percentage of voters reside in Sierra County and 

closer to Socorro. Last year, the LWVSNM hosted 

a mayoral candidate forum in Columbus in Luna 

County, and both the voters and candidates were 

extremely grateful. It is a great way to elevate 

recognition of our organization and build 

goodwill. If this race is of interest to you, contact 

Beth ASAP so we can get to work identifying a 

date and venue.  

 

✓ The Voter Guides: 

The printed Voter Guides in English and Spanish 

will be ready for distribution around Oct. 4, just in 

time for the beginning of early voting which starts 

Oct. 8.  Volunteers will be needed to take some of 

the copies and place them at key locations, such as 

City Hall, local and rural libraries, the County 

Government Building, NMSU Corbett Center, 

DACC East Mesa campus, etc.  If you can help, 

contact Voter Services Chair Kathe Kanim and 

sign up for distribution.  The English guides will 

also be inserted in the Las Cruces Bulletin and the 

Spanish Guides will be taken to rural communities 

south and north of Las Cruces by Camino Real 

Media. 
 

▪ Beth Bardwell - VP, and Jo Nash - President 

Six Weeks and Counting ... Who’s Willing to Volunteer to Help Voters 

Make an Informed Choice Before Early Voting Begins? 

 
 

mailto:betbardwell@gmail.com
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LWVSNM Members who post to social media, 

such as Facebook and Instagram, have been using 

our SNM-created messages to encourage voting. If 

you post to other social media, get several of these 

messages from Jo Galván Nash and include them 

on your favorite sites. 

The Santa Fe County League has asked us to 

share these (with their logo) to help get people 

registered.   

Early voting in the state begins Oct. 8! 

  Posts on Social Media 
 

 

Jacky Castille – Las Cruces Student 
Cheryl Currell – Silver City 

Martha Martinez del Rio – Silver City 
Diane Smith – Silver City 

Orientation for New Members 
 

Want to know more about the 

League of Women Voters of Southern 

New Mexico and how you can 

become involved? We will have a 

virtual LWVSNM Orientation on 

Saturday September 7 from 10:00-

11:30 am on Zoom. New members 

and existing members who would like to welcome new 

members or get a refresher are encouraged to attend. 

The Orientation will provide information about the 

League’s history and describe how the organization 

approaches studies and advocacy. We also want to share 

ideas on how members can get involved in 

strengthening democracy through our activities and 

events.   

Please e-mail me at katemangelsdorf@yahoo.com  

to RSVP.  

—Kate Mangelsdorf 
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Membership Renewals Extended 

There are about 29 individuals who have not yet 

submitted their 2024/25 renewals for membership.  We 

don’t want to lose you! So, we’re extending our 

membership renewal period for two more weeks – 

through Sept. 15th.  If you haven’t sent in your 

renewal, please do so right away.  

Everyone who pays dues will be listed in the 

League’s Membership Directory which will be emailed 

to all members.  (The online directory will only include 

League Members’ names with no other contact 

information.  If you do not want your name included, 

please contact Kate Mangelsdorf, listed below.) 

Dues for the 2024/2025 fiscal year are still $65 for 

an individual or $32.50 for a second household 

member.  Enrolled students (16 and older) are free. 

Ways to pay:  
o ONLINE with PayPal or Credit Card: 

https://www.lwvsnm.org/join/  
o MAIL: Fill out the Membership Form and mail to:  

PO Box 15142, Las Cruces, NM 88004  
Dues are tax-deductible. And, if you’re considering 

“rounding-up” your dues as a contribution to the 

League, that amount is also tax-deductible.   
If you have questions about your dues, contact Kate 

Mangelsdorf, or Treasurer Kathy Brook. 

 

 

Election Issues to be Addressed 

You may be interested in watching or attending a 

September 5th meeting in Las Cruces of the 

legislative Interim Indian Affairs Committee. 

LWVNM President Hannah Burling and Dick Mason 

will be presenting on redistricting and election 

issues. They will present at approximately 10:30 a.m. 

at the Burrell College of Osteopathic Medicine, 3501 

Arrowhead Dr., Room 208, NMSU. It will also be 

webcast. 

Representatives of the Native American Voters 

Alliance will also speak at 1:30 p.m. 
 

mailto:jogalvan.nash@gmail.com
mailto:katemangelsdorf@yahoo.com
https://www.lwvsnm.org/join/
https://www.lwvsnm.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/LWV-Membership-form_05.17.21-1.pdf
mailto:katemangelsdorf@yahoo.com
mailto:katemangelsdorf@yahoo.com
mailto:kathybrook@comcast.net
https://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00293/harmony
https://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00293/harmony
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League members may be interested in 

traveling to Alamogordo on Sept. 7 for this 

food and housing summit.  Use the QR code 

or click here to register:  Southeast New 

Mexico Food and Housing Summit - Action 

Network. It will be held at the NMSU-Alamo 

campus Tays Center at 2400 N. Scenic Dr. 

New OCU League member Courtney 

McCary-Squyres says the summit will bring 

together people from across the region who 

care about the cost and quality of food and 

housing alongside organizations, elected 

officials, and candidates for office. The 

Summit features: workshops, booths, free 

lunch, keynote speeches, and an opportunity 

to meet people who are working to provide 

healthy, affordable food and housing.  

OCU members are also hoping to stage a 

candidate forum with the two candidates 

running for Congressional District #2.  It’s 

tentatively set for 1:00 p.m. More information 

will be sent to members as soon as it’s 

available.  
 

Join OCU League Members at this Alamogordo Summit 
 
 

LWVSNM Education Position Goes Into Action • Join us Sept. 9 
 

The Education Committee is planning ways to advocate for the newly revised Education Position found on 

on  https://www.lwvsnm.org/1404-2/.  We attend Las Cruces Public School (LCPS) Board meetings and often 

make public comment.  We hope to work with LCPS leaders encouraging multicultural and multilingual 

education.  Through a partnership with the LCPS Foundation, an innovative classroom teaching grant of $350 

for multicultural/multilingual education sponsored by the League was recently offered to LCPS educators.  

The Committee also follows the New Mexico Legislative Education Study Committee proceedings, and we 

hope to advocate for related legislation during the next Legislative Session beginning in January. 

The Education Committee meets the second Monday of the month at 5:00 pm via Zoom.  The next meeting 

is September 9.  If you are interested in joining the Committee, please contact Eileen at vanwieek@yahoo.com 

Current members include Jane Asche, Kathy Brook, Rebecca Courtney, Kate Mangelsdorf, Josie Miller, Jo 

Galván Nash, Elisa Sánchez, and Eileen VanWie. 
▪ Eileen VanWie, Chair, Education Committee 

 

   

   

 

Voter Guide Support 
The clock is ticking…to the countdown for 

finalizing the content and design for our 2024 General 

Election Voter Guides!  Members of the Voter Services 

Committee have put in untold hours of reaching out to 

candidates to ensure no one has been overlooked and 

that all have had an opportunity to put forth why they 

are qualified for the office they are seeking. Frankly, 

I’m amazed and inspired by the quality and integrity of 

the publication that is produced and am proud to hand 

out copies to voters.   

Meanwhile efforts to raise funds among 

community partners and LWVSNM members and 

friends to support this important work began in July 

and will continue until early voting begins. Our 

members have been especially generous in many ways 

in the past and we very much appreciate any  

consideration for support to help us meet our goal for 

funding the Voter Guides.  Donations will be 

acknowledged in the guides and in The Voter 

newsletter. Thanks to everyone! 
▪ Nancy Stanton, Development Director 5 

https://actionnetwork.org/events/southeast-new-mexico-food-and-housing-summit?source=WMHFBOutreach
https://actionnetwork.org/events/southeast-new-mexico-food-and-housing-summit?source=WMHFBOutreach
https://actionnetwork.org/events/southeast-new-mexico-food-and-housing-summit?source=WMHFBOutreach
https://www.lwvsnm.org/1404-2/
mailto:vanwieek@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

SEPT. 5 
Burn Book: A Tech Love Story by Kara Swisher  (Author) 
Swisher, the bad-ass journalist and OG chronicler of Silicon Valley…takes no prisoners in 
this highly readable look at the evolution of the digital world…Bawdy, brash, and 
compulsively thought-provoking, just like its author, Burn Book sizzles. Part memoir, part 
history, Burn Book is a necessary chronicle of tech’s most powerful players. From “the 
queen of all media” (Walt Mossberg, The Wall Street Journal), this is the inside story 
we’ve all been waiting for about modern Silicon Valley and the biggest boom in wealth 
creation in the history of the world. 
 

OCT. 3 
The Hamilton Scheme: An Epic Tale of Money and Power in the American Founding 
by William Hogeland  
Marshaling an idiosyncratic cast of insiders and outsiders, vividly dramatizing backroom 
intrigues and literal street fights—and sharply dissenting from recent biographies—William 
Hogeland’s The Hamilton Scheme brings to life Hamilton’s vision and the hard-knock 
struggles over democracy, wealth, and the meaning of America that drove the nation’s 
creation and hold enduring significance today. But what did Hamilton really want for the 
country? What risks did he run in pursuing those vaulting ambitions?  Who tried to stop 
him? How did they fight? It’s ironic that the Hamilton revival has obscured the man’s most 
dramatic battles and hardest-won achievements — as well as downplaying unsettling 
aspects of his legacy. Thrilling to the romance of becoming the one-man inventor of a 
modern nation, our first Treasury secretary fostered growth by engineering an ingenious 
dynamo — banking, public debt, manufacturing — for concentrating national wealth in the 
hands of a government-connected elite.  Seeking American prosperity, he built American 
oligarchy.  

 

 
 

The book club 
meetings are on the 
1st Thursday of each 
month at 3:00 p.m. 

  If you want to 
participate, contact  

Erika at 
grafwebster@icloud   

.com 
 

 

Come Recognize Our Newest Citizens 
League members always enjoy attending the Naturalization 

ceremonies held by the US District Court. Court officials have 

invited LWVSNM to attend, once again. If you haven’t attended 

before, please consider representing our League on Friday, Sept. 

13 at the Las Cruces Convention Center on University Ave.  There 

is special seating so if you attend, please do the following: 
1. RSVP to JoAnn Standridge by Sept. 9 at 

JoAnn@Standridge@nmd.uscourts.gov or call her at 575-

528-1408.  

2. Arrive by 9:40 a.m. for the 10:00 a.m. ceremony and check 

in with JoAnn upon arrival so the Judge can recognize you 

during the ceremony. 

It’s estimated that approximately 150 individuals will be 

recommended for citizenship by the US Immigration and 

Naturalization Service before taking their oath. 

 

 

Spread the News! 
 

 
 

October 4, 2024, is the launch date for 

Vote411 to go live! With Edwina 

Jaramillo’s leadership, the website will 

contain answers to LWV questions that 

were posed to candidates throughout the 

state.  Edwina, who is not only the 

LWVSNM Secretary, is the chair for the 

state Voter Services Committee.  Her 

team, including Mark Coomes and 

LWVSNM liaison Tom Krajci from the 

OCU unit, have been busy sending 

hundreds of emails and monitoring the 

completed entries on the Vote411 website; 

plus, dozens of telephone calls have been 

made by League members around the state 

encouraging the candidates to participate 

in the online voter tool.  
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Radio Promotes our Activities 

KTAL radio (101.5 FM) is a community-based radio 

station that delves into local issues including elections, 

voting and LWV actions that support  

democracy!  The League  was  asked 

recently to record messages (see the 

information above) to commemorate 

Women’s Equality Day. 

KTAL will also be a good way for us to promote the 

Voter Guides, and voter registration opportunities.  

President Jo Nash will be recording a show about that in 

mid-September.   

We would like other League voices to consider going 

on the Wednesday morning KTAL talk show “Speak up 

Las Cruces” to address issues that we’re involved with and 

how we empower voters. If you’re not microphone shy, 

please consider being our voice.  Contact Jo Nash if 

interested.  
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Treasurer’s Report 
August 2024 • Prepared by Kathy Brook, Treasurer 

 

The full Treasurer’s report is reviewed by the LWVSNM Board each month.  It is available to other members on request. 

Beginning bank balance 13,252.02 

New Income $1,968.01 

Dues $1,202.50 

Donations, general fund $592.50 

Donations, restricted $200.00 

PayPal Fees ($26.97) 

New Expenses $100.00 

Reimbursement of N. Stanton for stamp purchases  $100 

Closing bank balance, August 23, 2024 $15,120.03 

 

Restricted Funds (included in the bank balance) $4,434.50 

Diversity $155 

NM Listens $500 

Otero Unit/LWVSNM $802 

Social Media $250 

Voter Guides $2,002.50 

Youth Engagement $725 

 

The diversity fund was reduced by $65 to pay the dues of a new member.  A reduction in the Youth Engagement 

fund is pending in the amount of $350 paid to the LCPS Foundation in support of an educator grant for innovative 

teaching in multicultural/multilingual education.  
 

LEAGUE RECOGNIZES WOMEN’S EQUALITY DAY 
 

Thanks to League member Eileen VanWie who recorded messages on KTAL 
radio to promote Women’s Equality Day on Aug. 26.  Each year, this day 

reminds us of when the 19th Amendment was certified.    

 

 

Eileen VanWie and a friend had local artist Caryl 

Kotulak create this banner for the 2017 Women’s 

March in Washington, DC.  You’ll be seeing it 

around Las Cruces during election season. 

mailto:jogalvan.nash@gmail.com
mailto:jogalvan.nash@gmail.com


 

  UPCOMING  GOVERNMENT 

MEETINGS 

LC City Council: 

Sept. 3; Sept. 9 (work session); Sept. 

16; Sept. 23 (work session); all at 1:00 

p.m., City Hall 

 
County Commission: Sept. 10 at 9:00 

a.m.; and Sept. 24 at 9:00 a.m., DAC 
Govt. Center. 

 

LCPS School Board: Sept. 3, 4p.m., 
Work Session, Admin. Bldg. 

Conference Rooms; Sept. 17, 6 pm, 

LCPS Admin. Bldg. Board Rm. 

 

NMSU Board of Regents: 

Check here to join webcast. Regents 

meet in the ESC Building at NMSU.  

  

NAACP Chapter August Meeting  
Gabriel Vasquez, U.S. Representative for District 2, was the guest 

speaker.  He talked about his work on bills in Congress and he listed some 

projects in his district that he has been successful in getting money for, 

such as funding for Vado and Lordsburg projects. 

Chapter president, Dr. Bobbie Green, said the NAACP State 

Conference will be at the end of October and it will be held in Carlsbad.   

Officers for this chapter for the coming year will be elected in 

November. 

▪ Jennifer Kreie, LWVSNM and NAACP 

 

 

 Great Partners!  
LWVSNM wants to extend a big THANK YOU to the DAC-

NAACP.  The active organization will be cosponsoring one or more of 

the League’s upcoming candidate forums. Watch your emails for more 

information about the forums to be held at City Hall:  Oct. 1 and Oct. 8 

beginning at 5:30 p.m.  Local legislative senators and representatives, 

District Attorney, County Commission, and County Clerk candidates 

are being asked to participate.  

The NMSU President Search  
 
 

Interagency Forum: Supporting 
Affordable Housing  

The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, Office of 

the Comptroller of the Currency, and the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development will host a free, 

interagency forum on affordable housing in El Paso, Sept. 

18, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  The event aims to provide 

housing organizations and developers an opportunity to 

highlight the affordable housing needs, challenges, and 

opportunities to support community development in El Paso, 

Las Cruces, and the surrounding areas. Participants will 

learn how to use resources and collaboration strategies to 

increase access to affordable housing in their communities. 

And, community organizations will collaborate on 

homeownership and rental housing. 

The free meeting will be held at the Blue Flame 

Building, 304 Texas Ave, El Paso.  Registration is required.  

Click here: REGISTER NOW. 

More information: Natalie Green, LC Housing and 

Neighborhood Revitalization Administrator, 

ngreen@lascruces.gov 

 

 

Ol’ Las Cruces Needs 
Redeveloping 

There is a section of Las Cruces that needs 

help!  The area is the El Paseo and South Solano 

Metropolitan and Redevelopment Area (MRA.) The 

City is asking residents to give input on how this 

area could be redesigned. If you have an interest, 

consider a multiday workshop to brainstorm design 

options for the timeworn area of our community. 

The goal is to come up with possibilities that will 

improve public spaces, housing, and local 

amenities.  

The sessions and topics will be Monday, Sept. 

9 (5:30-7 p.m.) – Workshop Kickoff; Tuesday, 

Sept. 10 (5:30-7 p.m. – Neighborhoods & Residents 

Workshop; and Wednesday, Sept. 11 (5:30-7 p.m.) 

– closing presentation and open house. 

The workshop will be at the Real Life Church, 

1040 El Paseo Road. Food will be provided. For 

more information: www.LasCruces.gov/MRA or 

contact dwilson@sites-sw.com.  

One factor in maintaining a strong community is to ensure our university has a strong president. You have an opportunity 

to review information about the finalists in the NMSU Presidential search.  The finalists are: Valerio Ferme, Brian Haynes, 

Monica Lounsbery, Neil MacKinnon, and Arsenio Romero – all have Ph.Ds.  Click here (www.nmsu.edu/president-search) to 

get more information about the finalists; you can also email questions to: regents@nmsu.edu. The selection will be made in 

late September.  
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mailto:dwilson@sites-sw.com
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OBSERVER REPORTS 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Las Cruces City Council • Regular Session 
August 5, 2024 

Observer: Jennifer Kreie 

  

The Mesilla Valley Regional Dispatch Authority (MVRDA) handles emergency and non-emergency calls for 

municipalities and unincorporated areas in Doña Ana County.  A brief presentation to Council stated that non-

emergency online reporting is available online at:  https://www.mvrda.org/connect-with-us/. All county 

residents are encouraged to use this reporting feature to relieve the large number of non-emergency phone calls 

that take up dispatchers' time. 

There were a few resolutions early in the meeting but the very large audience and most of the time was 

devoted to two ordinances at the end of the agenda.  The meeting started at 1:00 PM.  Times have been provided 

for when these ordinances were discussed.  Also, the URL for the video is given in case you want to hear the 

comments made. 

• Starting at 2 hours and 9 minutes into the meeting, ordinance #3078 was presented and discussed.  This 

deals with solicitations, standing or loitering near streets or highways.  At 4:13 p.m. into the meeting a vote was 

taken and the ordinance passed 4 to 3.   

URL:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=loRB4-iUPeg 

• Starting at four hours and 14 minutes into the meeting, ordinance #3079 was presented and 

discussed.  This ordinance is referred to by many people as the "shopping cart" ordinance.  At 6:23 p.m. a vote 

was taken and the ordinance passed 4 to 3.  The URL above can be used to view this part of the meeting. 

 

Las Cruces City Council • Regular Session 
August 19, 2024 

Observer: Kathy Brook 
 

Business before the council included approval of resolutions to accept grant awards (including a waste 

reduction program that will start with school food waste and make compost available to residents at no cost); to 

accept budget adjustments (involving no new programs); to award contracts for agencies supplying temporary 

employees; and to purchase software for roadway pavement management.  It was also reported that the city’s first 

electric busses are now in use. 

 
 

Las Cruces Board of Education • Regular Session 
August 20, 2024 

Observer: Eileen VanWie 

 

Members Present: President Teresa Tenorio, VP Pam Cort, Secretary Robert Wofford, Members Ed Frank and 

Patrick Nolan 
 

Las Cruces Police Department Community Outreach and Street Crime Unit were recognized for recovering 

five of nine bicycles stolen from a storage area at Lynn Middle Community School. Meanwhile, there were no 

public comments made.   

The Superintendent reported a great start to the new school year.  Las Cruces Project LIGHT (Lessen 

Incidents of Grief, Harm, and Trauma), a community resource, is being used with issues that arise in schools.  

Phase One to develop a Parent Resource Center has begun.  The new Student Advisory Council members with 

representatives from each of the six major high schools have been selected.  

—continued 
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LCPS SCHOOL BOARD (CONT.)  

 

Old Business: 

Policy GBGBA Employee Assault and/or Battery was approved.   

 

New Business: 

Grand Canyon University (a for-profit religious university) from Phoenix approached LCPS about partnering.  

Board Member Pam Cort had questions about the proposal.  A local marketing consultant came forth seeking the 

partnership.  Their proactive outlook and previous successful experiences of Superintendent Ruiz with the 

university influenced bringing the MOU forward.  They could provide adult alternative licensure programs and 

additional pathways for employees.  NMSU has alternative licensure programs and online programs as well and 

will remain a focus.  The district cannot discriminate against the GCU because they are a religious institution as 

long as other supports are offered as well.  The partnership can be terminated at any time by LCPS.  A February 

2024 Forbes article shows GCU was fined for illegal telemarketing.  Superintendent Ruiz can reach out to them and 

get a statement about the status of the lawsuit.  The MOU was approved in a 4-1 vote.   

The first reading of three policies were brought forward by Sean Barham and Dr. Roberto Lozano and then 

discussed by the Board: Policy JICK Sexual Harassment of Students, JBA Title IX (Gender Equity – Students), and 

IHB Special Education and Related Services for Eligible Students.  The first suggestion is to change the title to 

Policy JICK to Sex Discrimination of Students.  There are several policies that address sex discrimination.  Some 

could be consolidated into Policy ACA Sexual Harassment or something else.  Relevant Regulations can be more 

specific for different groups.                

Shirley O’Brien recommended a new draft policy for IHB.  Gifted students have been moved out of the special 

education umbrella.  The Special Education Handbook is the Special Education Regulation.  The new draft policy 

includes Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requirements. A new policy will be created for gifted 

students and brought forward at the next work session.  Efforts to raise awareness with parents about IHB and to 

seek their input on new draft policy will be made.     

Dr. Wendi Miller-Tomlinson brought forward the purpose of the school support team model to support teachers 

and school leaders in moving learning forward for all students.  The teams, organized by the four feeder school 

patterns (Centennial, Las Cruces, Mayfield, and Organ Mountain High Schools), use data to provide appropriate 

support for student learning.   

 
 

 

Thank you, Johnnie Aldrich! 
 

The Voter newsletter has been an ongoing publication for dozens of years, and one of its 

contributors has been a longtime Observer Corps member who was always willing to sit 

through hours of meetings.  It’s time to recognize Johnnie Aldrich for the many, many articles 

that she wrote over the years.  Johnnie is stepping down from writing about the South Central 

Solid Waste Authority meetings, lovingly referred to as “the trash report.”  She told me 

recently that the formation of the city/county service began years ago.  

“Marjorie Burr and I were a League committee of two, who walked east side neighborhoods to survey 

residents, first about their knowledge of recycling and the second time about their reaction to, and use or non-use 

of, the large blue bins that had been delivered to their home as a test run.  The League was focusing on supporting 

the possibility of curbside recycling.”   

 The League is grateful that Johnnie was a common face at the SCSWA meetings; and she will continue to 

be active in the League in different ways.  Plus, I know she’ll agree that if someone is willing, the League is open to 

someone taking her place in the Observer Corps.  Thanks again, Johnnie!   

▪ Jo Galván Nash 
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