
  

 

  

Program Planning Set for January’s 
Hybrid Meeting 

Happy New Year to All of You!  In many ways, 

2022 was a challenging year.  There were also major 

successes.  Ketanji Brown Jackson was sworn in as 

the first Black woman to the U.S. Supreme Court.  

The bipartisan 2023 U.S. Senate $1.7 trillion 

omnibus spending bill passed and includes critical 

reform to the Electoral Count Act.  It clarifies that 

the vice president cannot overturn  

election results and raises the  

number of members necessary to  

raise objections to a state’s electors.   

The League of Women Voters  

of the U.S. (supported by Leagues  

in all 50 states) stood up defending 

democracy and objecting to the  

North Carolina gerrymandering  

actions, now a case before the U.S. Supreme Court 

(Moore v. Harper: N.C. Speaker of the House Tim 

Moore v. Common Cause member Becky Harper).  

The North Carolina legislature passed extreme 

partisan gerrymandered maps for the state, which 

was stopped by the North Carolina Supreme Court.  

The State Legislators responded that the U.S. 

Constitution’s Elections Clause gives them the 

authority to regulate federal elections, which violates 

their own state constitution when drawing 

congressional maps. If the Independent State 

Legislature Theory (ISLT) gets accepted by the U.S. 

Supreme Court, it would be an attack on our 

democracy.  Results of the Court decision, expected 

this coming summer, could impact ballot initiatives, 

state constitutions, and administrative regulations 

across the Country.  We can be proud of the stand 

taken by the LWVUS.       

  The New Mexico Legislative Finance 

Committee reports that revenue for 2023 is expected 

to increase significantly.  Let’s hope they invest 

revenue for critical uses in future years.  The 

LWVSNM reached out to diverse groups this year  
 

—continued next page 
 

 
Eileen VanWie

January Program Planning Meeting:  What are 

the issues on which LWVSNM should be heard? 

Our general meeting on Saturday, Jan. 14, 2023, at            

2:00 p.m. will focus on state and local program planning 

for the coming year or two (2023-2025).  In League 

lingo, “program” refers to the issues Leagues select for 

study, education, and/or action.  It’s part of what makes 

the League a grassroots organization.  This is your 

opportunity to share your thoughts with other League 

members. The ideas that come out of this meeting will 

be taken to the respective League boards and then to the 

LWVSNM Annual Meeting and the LWVNM 

Convention – both in April.  It takes interest of our 

members to keep our program vital. 

Our local focus during the current year is on updates 

of our positions on affordable housing, education, and 

library services. With respect to action, we have  
 

—continued page 3 
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     Editor 
Shirley Armstrong, Chair, Ruth Jaure & Mary Flynn -      
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Eileen VanWie 



  

Upcoming Calendar Events 
JANUARY 2023 
 

Jan. 1: New Year’s Day 
 

Jan. 2, Mon.: LWV Short Board Mtg., Noon, Zoom 
 

Jan. 3, Tues.: LWVSNM Affordable Housing Comm., 

3:30 pm via Zoom.  To attend, contact Beth. 
. 

Jan. 7, Sat.: LWV NM Advocacy Workshop, 10-noon, 

on Zoom; public is welcome. REGISTER HERE 
 

Jan. 12, Thurs.: LWV NM Legislative prep session,  

6:30 pm, for League members only on Zoom.  
 

Jan. 14, Sat.: LWVSNM Planning Program Mtg., 

(Hybrid), 2pm, Doña Ana Community College 

Workforce Center, 2345 Nevada Ave., Zoom and 

in-person.  
 

Jan. 15, Sun.: 2:00 pm. Dr. King Rally, Downtown,  

Plaza de Las Cruces  
 

Jan. 16, Mon.: Dr. Martin L. King, Jr. holiday 
 

Jan. 16, Mon.: LWV Board Meeting, 5:00 pm, Zoom 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Co-Presidents’ Messages (cont.) 

 (such as La Clinica de Familia and the Las Cruces Green 

Chamber of Commerce) to meet our mission to 

empower voters and strengthen democracy.  Another 

success this year is gender parity among the 21 newly 

elected officials sworn in at the Doña Ana County 

Government on December 28th.   

The LWVSNM welcomes members of the Otero 

County unit to our League.  Several residents of Otero 

County want to provide nonpartisan election and voter 

services to their county.  During the past election, 

absentee ballots were controversial.  Robyn Holmes, 

Otero County Clerk, and other election officials assured 

voters that absentee voting was a “legitimate method of 

casting a ballot.”  Partnering with Otero County 

residents to support election procedures and education 

is rewarding.  

I’m not big on making new year’s resolutions, but a 

hope I have is to support League members’ participation 

to empower voters and strengthen democracy.   

—With warm regard, Eileen VanWie 

 
Dear League Members. 

As we move into 2023, LWVSNM will be turning 

its attention to state and local program — that is, the 

issues about which we are interested in educating 

ourselves and the public and/or advocating.  Please join 

us for our program planning meet- 

ing on Saturday, January 14, at 2 p.m.  

at the Doña Ana Community College  

Workforce Center.  At that time, we  

will be working to identify issues of  

importance to our community where  

the local League can make a difference. 

In doing so, we will be building on  

the success of our recent voter service  

activities and our collaboration with others on the 

affordable housing bond issue for the City of Las 

Cruces.  If you can’t attend in person or via Zoom, 

please share your ideas with Eileen or me. 

Please also give some thought to ways in which you 

might contribute to the League’s work.  We are still in 

need of observers at the Doña Ana Board of County 

Commissioners (which can be attended in person or 

online).  We also need one or more non-board members 

to serve on the committee to draft a budget for the May 

1, 2023-April 30, 2024 League fiscal year.  This is a 

short-term task which will need to be completed by early 

March.  You can contact Eileen and me if you are 

interested. 

—Best wishes for a very happy new year, Kathy 
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The U.S. District Court in Las Cruces will host the 

first Naturalization Ceremony for 2023 and your 

attendance is appreciated. The event will be held at 

the Las Cruces Convention Center, 680 E. 

University Ave. at 10:00 am on Friday, Jan. 6, 

2023.  Citizens from multiple countries will be 

sworn in as new U.S. citizens. Special seating is 

available for League members, so please contact 

Eileen VanWie if you plan to attend.   

 

Want to better understand the electrification issue 

that the League is exploring?  Attend the Power 

Up Las Cruces Expo & Training on Jan. 20-21, 

at the LC Convention Center. It’s free! 

  
 

Kathy Brook 
 

.

. 

New Members’ Orientation 
The annual winter orientation for new members 

will be held Saturday, Jan. 28 beginning at 2:00 p.m. 

via Zoom.  It’s a great opportunity to learn more about 

the League, how you can become active within the 

organization and get to know other members. It's also 

open to existing members! Contact Eileen VanWie to 

get your Zoom link.  

mailto:betbardwell@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0sde2upz4jH9BIt4fkHaADcCvJ0GBU-FN1?_x_zm_rtaid=bwoCtAmqRjOADumnsGgb2A.1672011631726.aca0e78974b3e4d7210dfed87427bf0d&_x_zm_rhtaid=796
https://www.lwvnm.org/
mailto:vanwieek@yahoo.com
mailto:kathybrook@comcast.net
mailto:vanwieek@yahoo.com
mailto:kathybrook@comcast.net
mailto:vanwieek@yahoo.com
mailto:vanwieek@yahoo.com
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successfully collaborated with others in the community to 

move forward on affordable housing through the approval 

of the City of Las Cruces GO bond dedicating $6 million to 

this effort. 

At the state level, there are studies under way 

concerning selection of judges and codification of tribal 
law.  In the 2023 legislative session League members will 

be lobbying (based on our positions) on the structure of 

state revenues and the use of the abundant revenues this 

year, creation of an independent redistricting commission 

(while the most recent redistricting is fresh in our minds), 

environmental protection, criminal justice, child tax credit, 

voting rights and procedures, and other issues. 

Criteria for choosing program items include the level 

of interest by League members, our capacity to study and 

act on the issue, and the extent to which government is the 
most effective vehicle for addressing the issue.   

 

 

 

Program Planning Meeting (cont. from page 1) 
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Please bring your ideas for issues of emphasis, 

which could include the issues mentioned here or new 

topics you believe the local and state League should 

study and/or act on. 

The January meeting also marks the return to in-

person meetings, which can also be accessed through 

Zoom.  The physical location of the meeting will be the 

Doña Ana Community College Workforce Center at 
2345 Nevada Ave. (behind Sprouts). 

 

To review existing state and local League positions, 

which form the basis for action, check the LWVSNM 

and LWVNM websites.  You can also find local 

positions in the member handbook.   

 

Hope to see you on the 14th. 

—Kathy Brook 

 

   

Holiday Social Well Attended 

The December Holiday Social and Legislative Conversation event went well with dozens of members in 

attendance at the Sunset Grill.  Several legislators, in-person and on Zoom, also gave us insights into their priorities 

for the upcoming Legislative session.  Many thanks go out to Edwina Jaramillo and her committee for organizing 

such as festive gathering, and to Voter Services Co-chairs Catherine Cochrane and Dale Yeo (pictured right) for the 

informative legislative portion.   
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LWV NM Legislative Priorities for the 2023 Session  
Thursday, January 12 at 6:30 pm 

Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqd-mvqzIqHdbhVGJTaKCt1wYGc5gqofqv  

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting. Hear 

about voting and elections legislation including Independent Redistricting Commission, Reproductive Justice, 

Tax Fairness and Effectiveness including the Child Tax Credit, and ethics and modernizing the Legislature.  

 

 

https://www.lwvsnm.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/POSITION-STATEMENTS-2021.pdf
https://www.lwvnm.org/positions.html
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqd-mvqzIqHdbhVGJTaKCt1wYGc5gqofqv


  
 

 

I joined the League of Women Voters in 2002, after my 

retirement from teaching, because I thought that I’d have 
an opportunity to do something I’d never had time for 

before: active participation in our local and national 

government. Even during the 30 years that I lived outside 

the U.S., I always managed to vote absentee.  But I could 

do no more then. 

Now, after almost 20 years of committee membership 

and varying positions on our Board of Directors, I have 

become aware of a serious failing in our organization.  To 

wit, Board members do too much of the actual work! 

I know well that a few of our members, because of age 
and/or physical impediments, just pay their annual dues 

(Bless them!). I also know for a fact that some of these 

members continue to be active not only by voting, but also 

by publicizing the League’s work and positions among 

their friends and family, and even, when possible, 

attending public demonstrations in support of League 

positions on issues. We are hugely grateful for such 

members.  

Soon, readers of this publication will be receiving calls 
from the Nominating Committee, chaired this year by 

(photos below, l to r) Shirley Armstrong, and including 

Ruth Jaure, Mary Flynn, and me. We’ll be asking you to 

get involved by accepting a Board position or serving on a 

committee. 

 

 

 

 

 
One of our greatest needs is for members who are 

willing to join the Observer Corps by attending meetings 

of public entities like the City Council, the County 

Commission, and the Las Cruces School Board and then 

reporting to League members by writing a summary of the 

meeting contents for publication in THE VOTER.  The 

Corps needs a coordinator for this important “watchdog” 

group, someone to see keep track of the who, what, and 

when of the various observers.  

We need people to work with fundraising, budget 
development, Voter Service activities (publications like 

The Voter’s Guide and Who’s Who), special event 

planning, and membership contact, as well. 

Any reader willing to participate more actively should 

call Shirley Armstrong. (Her telephone number is in your 

Membership Handbook & Directory.) Let yourself and 

your talents and skills be known! 

The Welcome Letter that I send to new members 

includes the following sentences, which I now address to 
all: “Again, thank you for joining us.  Our overriding 

mission involves Empowering Voters and Strengthening 

Democracy — and we need all the help we can get in that 

endeavor.”  

—Johnnie R. Aldrich, Interim Membership Dir. 

  

  

On January 16, 2023, the NAACP of Doña Ana 

County will be celebrating Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Day with an 8:00 am breakfast at the Las Cruces 

Convention Center.  The keynote speaker is Sgt. Jamar 

Cotton, Doña Ana County Sheriff’s Department.  The 

League of Women Voters of Southern New Mexico 

will have a table for eight people at the 

breakfast.  Tickets are $30 per person.   

To reserve a seat at our table, please send a $30 

check made out to the NAACP DAC to Eileen 

VanWie, at 3080 Chippewa Summit Drive, Las Cruces, 

88011.  If there are student members who would like to 

attend, we invite you to be our guest (for 

free).  Students, please let Eileen know of your interest 

as soon as possible (vanwieek@yahoo.com).  Thanks!  

  There will also be an MLK Rally on Sunday, 

January 15 at 2:00 pm downtown at the Plaza de Las 

Cruces. 

—E.K. VanWie, Ed.D. 
 

 

New Year Advisory!  Celebrating Dr. King’s Dreams  

Electrifying Public Expo 
Reminder 

PowerUP Las Cruces Expo & Training 
 

• Learn about the availability and 

affordability of new technologies 

surrounding electricity; 

• Meet developers of all-electric homes; 

•  Talk with energy saving retailers ; 

• Receive estimates on converting living and  

working spaces to energy-reducing 

equipment; 

• Get information to take advantage of 

discounts, rebates, and incentives to go all -

electric. 

FREE! 
Friday, Jan. 20th • 12:00 pm – 5:00 pm & 

Saturday, Jan. 21st • 9:00 am – 5:00 pm. 

Las Cruces Convention Center 
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Who’s Who Used Throughout County 

After each election LWVSNM publishes "A Directory of Elected 

Officials for Dona Ana County" in order to assist voters in contacting their 

public officials. A print pamphlet is published yearly in the beginning of 

the New Year when contact information for newly elected officials is 

known. In more recent years, Who's Who is posted on our website and 

updated regularly so information is kept up to date. If you have not seen 

this publication, please check on the website or ask us for a paper copy. 

And PLEASE do contact me, Dale Yeo <y.dale43@gmail.com>, if you 

find any mistakes or have any questions. It is difficult to keep such a 

large amount of detailed information up to date. 

—Dale Yeo, Voter Services Co-Chair 

 

 
5 

 

LET’S MEET LWVSNM MEMBER … Jo Galván Nash 

I hope it doesn’t seem self-absorbed to write 

about myself, but I wanted to introduce myself to our 

new members.  Currently, I serve as the Editor of this 

newsletter, The Voter.  In 2019, just after I joined the 

organization, I was appointed by the LWVSNM 

board as Public Relations Director. When producing 

this monthly publication, I’m always open to 

receiving articles submitted by our members.  That 

being said, please send me your stories about local or 

state events or your opinions on topics that relate to 

LWV interests. Plus, send me your bio so that League 

members can continue to get acquainted with one 

another. 

I’m also eager to hear about your committee 

activities. I enjoy delving into issues discussed by the 

League, so I joined the Affordable Housing 

Committee and the Education Committee.  Reach out 

to me any time with any items or suggestions for The 

Voter at jogalvan.nash@gmail.com.  

As for me, I grew up in Las Cruces where my late 

father was a local, state and federal judge, and my 

mother was a teacher and a homemaker. I attended the 

University of NM on a music scholarship (I was a 

clarinetist) and later I transferred to NMSU to earn 

degrees in journalism and government. In 2015 I was 

grateful to receive an Honorary Degree in Education 

from DACC/NMSU. 

My career began as a news reporter at KRWG FM 

and TV. I was also a reporter and news anchor at 

KOBE, followed by news reporting and producing for 

KASK TV, a CNN affiliate. I also served as a 

freelance “stringer” for Reuters News and the 

Associated Press. My TV experience included 

moderating statewide gubernatorial debates and many 

local elections. 

 

 

My career took a different path in 1987 when I 

left the newsroom to join the Las Cruces Public 

Schools as its Public Information Officer.  For the 

next 31 years, my job evolved and expanded.  I 

worked under nine school superintendents and 

multiple School Boards, experienced the opening of 

14 new schools, and was responsible for internal and 

external communications, including the complicated 

world of news media relations. 

I penned dozens of School Board policies and 

procedures to keep up with the changing times.  The 

21st century dictated different rules regarding topics 

such as students using cell phones and the Internet, 

no longer allowing tobacco on campuses, protecting 

the rights of transgender kids and adults, and 

detailing plans to follow if there’s a shooting or 

other devastating emergency at a school.  I was also 

the coordinator for multiple school bond elections 

totaling hundreds of millions of dollars passed by 

our supportive community. In 2018, I shut down my 

iMac and retired as Chief of Communications & 

Policy Development.  

Throughout my tenure, my top priorities were to 

maintain transparency and always speak the truth 

about our tax-supported school system.  

Today, I work part-time from home in my pj’s as 

a communications consultant for agencies such as 

the NM Coalition for Educa- 

tional Leaders, the NM Public  

Education Department, and the 

NM School Superintendents’ 

Association.   

Aside from work and the  

League, I’m so excited to meet  

my first grandchild, due in 

February 2023.  
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  LWVSNM Education Committee 
Report  
 

The Education Committee has met three times since 

September, working from the State League position on 

education, which was adopted in 2021.  Our local 

position was last updated in 2016 and seems outdated.  

The update we are working on involves more emphasis 

on equity, inclusion, multicultural/multilingual 

education, and culturally responsive learning 

experiences for all students.   

Senator Bill Soules joined us at our last meeting on 

December 15 to share what may be proposed changes to 

the graduation requirements.  He did note that bills rarely 

end up as proposed.  The Legislative Education Study 

Committee has been researching what other states 

require and finding great diversity.  New Mexico’s 

graduation requirements are more prescriptive than 

others.     

One goal for New Mexico is to provide more 

electives for students.  Another proposed change is to 

reduce the required number of credits from 24 to 22.   

Since the Education Position is one of the areas of 

focus for the LWVSNM this year, it will come up at the 

Program Planning meeting on January 14.  Please review 

our local position in the 2021-2022 Handbook/Directory 

or on our website https://www.lwvsnm.org/wp-

content/uploads/2022/01/POSITION-STATEMENTS-

2021.pdf and the State position at 

https://www.lwvnm.org/positions.html#education. If 

you would like to join the Committee, please send a 

message to Eileen (vanwieek@yahoo.com).    

 

—Eileen VanWie, Education Committee Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Facebook Page Needs You! 
 

The postings for our LWVSNM Facebook page 

are varied. Subjects that support “Strengthening 

Democracy” come from local, state and the US 

league levels. The City of Las Cruces, the Doña 

Ana County Clerk’s office, local newspapers, 

magazines and organizations that support our 

league goals are always valuable sources, and it is 

always fun to post the activities of our LWVSNM 

members working in the Las Cruces community. 

Yet, there’s something 

missing! Community 

involvement by our league 

members who live in other 

cities or sites in southern 

New Mexico would be very 

valuable postings. Our 

league members are encour- 

 

 

aged to send images and stories related to 

LWVSNM efforts for our Facebook page. What is 

happening in your community on subjects such as 

affordable housing or redistricting? Have you been 

working with other non-profits on issues of 

women’s safety? 

Have you worked with your city, county or 

state representatives on concerns such as gun safety 

or education? Have you helped register new voters? 

You can send a link to an article or submit an image 

and a description to be posted. Send your 

information to rebeccacourtney1965@gmail.com. 

Thank you! 

 

—Rebecca Courtney 
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Books for LWVSNM Book Club – JANUARY 2023 
We read so we know things 

BOOK CLUB MEETINGS ARE ON 1ST THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH 

If you would like to participate, contact Erika at grafwebster@icloud.com  
 

January 5 

Moderator: 
Dale Yeo 

DEMOCRACY’S DATA: The Hidden Stories in the U.S. Census and How to Read Them  
By Dan Bouk 
The U.S. census has inspired a surprising amount of poetry, Dan Bouk notes in his endearingly 
nerdy new book. The census isn’t just a data-collection process; it’s a ritual, and a tool, of American 
democracy. Behind every neat grid of numbers is a collage of messy, human stories―you just have 
to know how to read them. 

February 2 

Moderator: 
Rorie Measure 

Think Again: The Power of Knowing What You Don't Know 
By Adam Grant 
Learning requires focus. But, unlearning and relearning requires much more—it requires choosing 
courage over comfort. In Think Again, Adam Grant weaves together research and storytelling to help 
us build the intellectual and emotional muscle we need to stay curious enough about the world to 
actually change it. With bold ideas and rigorous evidence, he investigates how we can embrace the 
joy of being wrong, bring nuance to charged conversations, and build schools, workplaces, and 
communities of lifelong learners. 
 

 

https://www.lwvsnm.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/POSITION-STATEMENTS-2021.pdf
https://www.lwvsnm.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/POSITION-STATEMENTS-2021.pdf
https://www.lwvsnm.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/POSITION-STATEMENTS-2021.pdf
https://www.lwvnm.org/positions.html#education
mailto:vanwieek@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/LWVSNM/
mailto:rebeccacourtney1965@gmail.com
mailto:grafwebster@icloud.com
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Deadline Nears for League’s MDWA – Nominate by Jan. 27  
 

January 27, 2023 is the last day LWVSNM can 

receive nominations for the 3rd annual Making 

Democracy Work Award (MDWA) for 2023. 

The award recognizes the efforts and work of 

citizens who conduct projects/activities that 

contribute to making democracy work by 

mobilizing civic engagement and/or promoting 

justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion. Civic 

engagement means civics education or participation 

in government (such as public committees, work on 

voter registration, submission of letters-to-the-

editor, etc.) There is an award of $250.   

LWV Board members are not eligible for 

submitting nominations. All active League 

members may nominate someone but are not 

eligible to be recipients of the award.  To 

nominate or win, persons must be a resident within 

one of these counties: Doña Ana, Grant, Luna, 

Otero, Hidalgo, Sierra, Eddy, Lea. (Prior recipients 

of the award are not eligible to be nominated again 

for a minimum of three years.) 

  All applications submitted by the deadline 

(Jan. 27, 2023) are read and scored by the members 

of the LWVSNM Board.  Applications are 

evaluated on the following criteria: 

• the general quality and completeness of the 

description of the civic engagement 

project/activity (who is carrying out the 

project, who and how many are served, what 

are the expected and actual outcomes) – 

weight of 40%; 

 

 

 

 
7 

• the extent to which the project mobilizes 

current and future civic engagement – 

weight of 30%; 

• the ways in which the project promotes 

justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion – 

weight of 30%. 

 

 
 

LWV ASKS FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION: 

 

▪ Print the nomination form on page 7.  Share 

it with your family or friends.  

 

▪ Consider nominating someone you know 

who is deserving of this recognition and 

who meets the award criteria. 

 

▪ Obtain that person’s permission and then fill 

out the Application Form on the next page.  

 

▪ Email or mail the nomination form to: 

lwvsnm@gmail.com or to PO Box 15142, 

Las Cruces, NM 88004.   

 

▪ The Form must be received by January 27, 

2023.  

 

Contact Co-Presidents Eileen VanWie or Kathy 

Brook for additional information, or take a look 

on the League website.  

FILL OUT THE NOMINATION FORM ON THE NEXT PAGE 

 

Click here to see how New Year’s 
Celebrations evolved!  

mailto:lwvsnm@gmail.com
mailto:vanwieek@yahoo.com
mailto:kathybrook@comcast.net
mailto:kathybrook@comcast.net
http://www.lwvsnm.org/
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/new-years
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/new-years
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/new-years


  

 
 

LWV Making Democracy Work Award 2023 

NOMINATION FORM 
 

(Download or print this form, fill out, and email or mail the form with attached narrative to addresses at bottom) 

Nomination Deadline: January 27, 2023 

 
Name of Nominee(s)* _________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name of Project/Activity _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address(es) of Nominee(s) _______________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address of Nominee(s) _______________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone of Nominee(s) ____________________________  ___ Cell ___Home 

 

____________________________  ___ Cell ___Home 

 

AWARD CRITERIA:  
 

The LWV Making Democracy Work Award recognizes community leaders of civic projects that have contributed to 
strengthening our democracy. The League looks for projects/activities and honorees that mobilize civic 

engagement and promote justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion in Southern New Mexico. *Nominees and 

nominators must reside within Southern NM (counties of Doña Ana, Otero, Grant, Hidalgo, Luna, Sierra, Eddy, 

and Lea.) LWV members may nominate but are not eligible to receive the award. 

 

Attach to this form a brief narrative (no longer than one page in length) describing how the 

nominee(s) and the project/activity exemplify the Award criteria.   

 

Name of Person Making Nomination* (can be self-nomination) ______________________________ 

 

Email Address(es) ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone ________________________________________    ___Cell ___Home 

 

Relationship to Nominee(s) ___________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Please email the completed form and narrative to: lwvsnm@gmail.com or by mail to P.O. Box 15142, 

Las Cruces, NM 88004.  Nominations must be received by January 27, 2023.   

 

INTERNAL ONLY:           

Review date ___________ Initials __________     Approved 2021 • Revised 11.13.22 • jgn 

www.lwvsnm.org 



 
Summary Highlights* 

Board Meeting 

Monday, November 7, 2022, Noon, Via Zoom 

 
Administrative: 

1. Treasurer’s report October: 

M. Flynn reported that the League has close to $15,000 with the membership dues that have recently 

come in, but still have bills to pay.  A motion was made by D. Yeo to pay the bill from Camino Real and 

seconded by J. Galván Nash.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Discussion and Action: 

1. Board member position descriptions review (Voter Service Director):  J. Galván Nash suggested revision 

to the position description so that Vote411 and the Voters Guide are shown as activities.  Action Item:   J. 

Galván Nash will revise the position description and provide to the Board for review prior to the next 

meeting.  

2. Membership 

a. Handbook/Directory:  After the Board makes a final call to inactive members, those that do not 

respond, will be removed from the Handbook/Directory; it will, subsequently, be posted online 

with the exception of contact information/personally identifiable information (PII).  After much 

discussion, it was agreed that members would be informed of the online directory with only their 

names.  If they did not want their names in the online directory, they’d need to notify the Co-

Presidents. 

3. Making Democracy Work Award PR:  The Board will review the Make Democracy Work Award rules 

and criteria, and will be discussed at the next meeting.  A press release will go out in December and 

January about the award. 

4. Otero County LWVSNM members meeting:  The Board will meet with Otero County League members 

via Zoom.  The meeting will have no set program but focus on the members’ interests and why they joined.  

Action Item: The dates will be proposed to Otero County members.  

5. Other:    

Letter to the Editor:  E. VanWie thanked J. Aldrich for the letter she wrote to the editor.  Action Item:  

J. Aldrich will send letter to the Board.   

Trunk or Treat event:  E. VanWie noted the event was a success; Voters Guides were handed out. 

Naturalization Ceremony:  200 new citizens from 26 countries were sworn in. 

Election Watchers:  There will be a debrief of what the Election Watchers saw, and a report will be 

submitted to the Secretary of State and the DAC clerk. 

Adjournment:  at 1:14 p.m. 

 

*Full minutes may be requested from the LWVSNM Board Secretary at marthaj11@verizon.net  
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SUMMARY HIGHLIGHTS* 

Board Meeting 

Monday, November 14, 2022 

Zoom Conference Online – 5:00-6:30 PM 

 

Discussion and Action: 

1. Voter Services Debrief 

a. Voter Guides Follow Up/Debrief: 

• The Board will review the final proofs before publication. 

• Need a better handle on where the Voters Guides are distributed.  A list of distribution sites 

was made for posterity. 

b. Due to increased costs, the Board will check with other sources for the Spanish translation. 

c. Election Watchers Report:  E. VanWie reported that the Election Watcher’s report will be to sent 

to the DAC Clerk, the Grant County Clerk, and the Secretary of State’s Office. 

d. Candidate Forums:  The forums went well, and forum excerpts were put on the radio.   

e. Other GOTV Efforts:  The Affordable Housing Committee did a tremendous amount of work on 

the issue by putting the issue on radio and TV, sharing flyers, and working with city hall and 

partners.  The Board discussed whether placing a get-out-the vote flyer with the CRRU bill had 

an impact. 

2. Board Member Position Descriptions Review:  A motion was made by E. VanWie to approve the revised 

Voter Services position description and was seconded by K. Kanim.  The motion carried unanimously. 

3. Public Participation on the Affordable Housing Land Bank and Trust Fund Advisory Committee: K. 

Brook reminded the Board that previous discussions about this Committee included contacting the city 

council or mayor for incorporation of broader public input or establishment of a separate committee for 

public input 

4. Making Democracy Work Award – PR:  A motion to accept the revision to the Making Democracy Work 

Award documents was approved unanimously.  

5. Membership Update:  M. Flynn reported that there are 25 non-paid members to date, some of whom are 

not renewing. 

6. PR – Website:  The California League develops websites as a sideline and the Board discussed the 

possibility of using them to revamp the LWVSNM website.  It costs about $400 for a basic setup plus 

an annual fee.   

7. Other:  E. VanWie reported that the first hybrid meeting will be held in January and that she signed and 

sent the contract with the Doña Ana Community College Workforce Center for our in-person general 

meetings. 

Adjournment:  at 6:40 p.m. 

 

*Full minutes may be requested from the LWVSNM Board Secretary at marthaj11@verizon.net  
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LAS CRUCES CITY COUNCIL • Regular Meeting 
December 5, 2022 

Observer: Kathy Brook 

 

Public participation:  The mayor provided an update on the former Las Cruces Country Club building that is 

now threatened with demolition.  The cost of moving the building is about $290,000.  The current owner is 

prepared to donate the $40,000 demolition cost to efforts to move it.  The mayor also reported that the city is 

having conversations with HUD about options for the Desert Hope Apartments; moving in the direction of 

housing homeless veterans may be a viable option.  Several members of the public reported on vandalism and 

violent incidents and one person noted that misdemeanors have to be dismissed if the offender is deemed to be 

“not competent.” 

The council approved a list of capital outlay priorities for the 2023 legislative session.  These include airport 

improvements related to resuming passenger service, sewer connections for areas on septic systems, roadway 

improvements (including those in Lift Up Las Cruces areas), public safety, and park improvements (including the 

gazebo at Pioneer Women’s Park).  There are also some improvements targeting tourism. 

In the councilor comment portion of the agenda, there was discussion about a community-drafted ordinance 

on police accountability and the extent to which some councilors are not well-informed about the city’s efforts to 

address policing topics.  Councilor Bencomo spoke about the challenge that people have in separating safety of 

officers from issues of police accountability, noting that these are two different matters. This topic seems to be 

headed in the direction of a public work session which would include information about the various actions being 

taken in the city. 

 
 

LAS CRUCES BOARD OF EDUCATION • Closed Session 
December 6, 2022 • 6 pm 

Observer: Eileen VanWie 

 

Members Present: President Ray Jaramillo, VP Teresa Tenorio, Secretary Pam Cort, and Members Carol Cooper 

and Robert Wofford 

 

The Board met in closed session to do a mid-year evaluation of Superintendent Ralph Ramos.  When the meeting 

began, there was a motion to approve the evaluation as discussed in the closed-door session and the motion passed 

unanimously.  Since Superintendent Ramos was not feeling well other agenda items were tabled, and the meeting 

was adjourned. 

 

 
 

LAS CRUCES CITY COUNCIL • Work Session  
December 12, 2022 

Observer:  Kathy Brook 

 

The only item on the agenda was the quarterly update on the GO bond projects approved prior to 2022.  All GO 

bond spending is expected to be completed in 2022.  There is some remaining spending at the East Mesa 

Recreation Complex, to be completed with ARPA funds within the next few months. 

 

 

 

OBSERVER REPORTS 
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CHAPTER of the NAACP  
December 17, 2022 

Observer:  Jennifer Kreie 

 

The guest speaker at this meeting was Yvonne Flores, Las Cruces city councilor for district 6.  Councilor 

Flores’ primary goal was to discuss the citizens’ Police Oversight Commission Resolution and to answer 

questions.   Councilor Flores gave the caveat that she cannot discuss certain things that are under litigation. There 

was considerable discussion among meeting attendees throughout Councilor Flores’ talk.  Below are some 

highlights: 

The Police Oversight Commission Resolution was drafted by several citizens to address concerns about 

transparency and accountability when incidents occur involving violence and/or death in a police response.  Dr. 

Earl Nissen, a member at large of this NAACP chapter, was part of this citizen group. More than one person said 

it is important to know that the proposed commission is not meant to be punitive but make the review of an 

incident more transparent and not limited to what information the police choose to provide to the public.  Bobbie 

Green, NAACP chapter president, said that since the citizens must pay for any settlements between the city and 

complainants, more information should be publicly available.  The proposed commission would have subpoena 

power, which would allow more information to be given to the commission and the public. 

Councilor Flores said there are “oversight” committees that aren’t public and restrict councilors from 

attending if the two appointed councilors are in attendance (This is to avoid the rolling quorum issue for public 

meetings when councilors talk to one another.)  Councilor Flores would like have these committees be more 

transparent public in their deliberations and recommendations. 

Councilor Flores said there are different steps to be taken to get an item on the city council agenda when 

the proposed ordinance, such as the Police Oversight Commission, comes from a citizens group.  She is working 

on completing this process.  She noted that four councilors have to agree to put the item on the agenda and she’s 

not sure there are four who will agree.  Mayor Ken Miyagashima has proposed having a work session about the 

proposed commission early in 2023, at least for now, rather than a formal agenda item at a city council meeting. 

Dr. Green said she will send the members a copy of the proposed citizens’ commission and make a call to 

action, including reading the resolution, contacting your councilor about getting the resolution on the city council 

agenda, and attending the work session early in 2023, if one is scheduled. 

Two additional items (I wasn’t present for) included the discussion of the MLK Weekend and Breakfast 

in 2023 and the discussion of plans for Black History Month.  Some of this information is available at the NAACP 

chapter website.   

·        There will be an MLK rally on January 15 at the downtown plaza.   

·        The MLK Breakfast will be at the Las Cruces Convention Center on Monday, the 16th at 8 

AM.  Tickets for the event are available online now at:  https://naacpdac.org/ 

  

Contact me (jenniferkreie@gmail.com) if you want a copy of the proposed the Citizens’ Police Oversight 

Commission. 

 
 

LAS CRUCES CITY COUNCIL • Regular Meeting 
December 19, 2022  

Observer:  Kathy Brook 
  

Public participation:  Speakers included Denise Chávez in support of saving the Las Cruces Country Club’s 

Trost building (with the mayor announcing that the city had been granted an extension of two weeks to develop 

funding to move the building); the Gospel Rescue Mission discussing possible occupancy of a new building to  

—continued 
  

OBSERVER REPORTS 
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City Council (cont.) 
 

get people out of the cold; ongoing expressions of dismay about vandalism, break-ins at businesses, conditions 

surrounding the Desert Hope Apartments, and the statement that the city is becoming a “war zone.”  There was 

also discussion from a representative of Peak Behavioral Health which is constructing a 28-day rehabilitation 

facility and conversation about Memorial Medical Center’s closure in August of its behavioral health facility. 

The Council voted to approve an amendment to the 2019 action plan and a budget adjustment aimed at 

assisting qualified populations to reduce homelessness and increase housing stability.  Qualified populations 

include those who are homeless, at risk of homelessness, fleeing domestic violence and those at greatest risk of 

housing instability.  

In addition, there was approval of a pre-commitment of city funding for two federal low-income housing tax 

credit projects for affordable multi-family development.  These include up to $4 million for 144 units which 

would serve those at or below 60% of the area median income and up to $3 million for seniors in 80 units at 30-

60% of the area median income.  Both developments will be 100% electric.  In the discussion, it was noted that 

there are virtually no vacancies in apartments reserved for seniors and in one-bedroom apartments. 

In the councilor comments portion of the agenda, Mayor Pro Tem Gandara expressed dismay about recent 

destruction of planters and light fixtures (as a result of drunk driving) along Main Street near the Plaza, business 

concerns about security in the downtown area, and lack of communication with Memorial Medical Center about 

its behavioral health unit. 

 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

Prepared by Mary Flynn, Treasurer 
 

DECEMBER 23, 2022 
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