
  
 

  

Participate in the Annual Business 
Meeting, April 9  

The end of the League’s fiscal year is coming to a 

close on April 30.  But before it does, the League holds 

its annual Business Meeting.  This is an important 

meeting in many regards.  Please set your calendars for 

2:00 p.m., Saturday, April 9 via Zoom.  If you don’t 

get an email with your Zoom link from Eileen VanWie, 

please let her know.  

You should have already received by email your 

Annual Meeting packet.  If you don’t have that email, 

let Jo Galvan Nash know.  

The packet of materials includes the list of 

candidates who have volunteered to hold Officer and 

Board positions.  Eileen VanWie and Kathy Brook are 

continuing their leadership as co-presidents. There is 

also an option during the meeting to nominate someone 

from the floor for any open position. Also to be 

discussed is the 2022/23 budget and the local program 

for advocacy and action.  Take a look at those positions 

and be prepared to speak up at the meetings with your 

questions or comments. Also under review are changes 

to the Bylaws and the League’s policies and new 

procedures.  

As Kathy noted in her co-president’s report, one of 

the important aspects of the annual gathering is to give 

direction and suggestions to the Board.  Your 

participation is key.  

It is our hope that next year’s meeting will allow us 

to meet in person.  For now, we hope to see your faces 

and hear from you as we continue to “empower voters 

and defend democracy.” 
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Dear LWVSNM Members, 

I hope to see many of you on Zoom for the Annual 

Meeting on Saturday, April 9, at 2 p.m.  Much 

discussion has gone into the proposed budget and 

local program so please make sure to review those 

materials in preparation for the meeting.  Think, in 

particular, about the guidance you 

want to give to the Board with 

respect to the coming year. 

Our Affordable Housing  

Committee has taken the lead on  

understanding affordable housing 

issues in the community and is at 

the forefront of efforts to include 

affordable housing in the up- 

coming Las Cruces general ob- 

ligation bond issue.  Thanks in particular to Beth 

Bardwell, Jo Galván Nash, Mary Martinez White, 

Sharon Thomas, and Rosa Morales who spoke on the 

topic at the first and second of the public input 

sessions.  Drawing from one of the talking points, the 

last bond issue focused on aspects of recreation, so 

now is the time to focus on basic human needs.  In 

doing some research to support the committee’s 

efforts I found that such bond issues have passed in 

recent years with substantial majorities in a number 

of communities, including San Francisco, 

Albuquerque, and Austin. 

Two fun activities in March were the Las 

Cruces naturalization ceremony, a first for me to 

attend (see photos on page 4), and a panel discussion 

sponsored by LWVUS in recognition of Women’s 

History Month.  For the latter event, LWVUS CEO 

Virginia Solomón moderated a discussion with 

Latosha Brown of Black Voters Matter, Amanda  

 

  

Co-Presidents’ Messages 
 

—Co-President’s message continued on next page 

 
Kathy Brook 

Brown Lierman of Supermajority, Sindy Benavides of LULAC.   

You might be interested in reading a detailed report from UNM on the 2020 election in NM.  Included is 

information relating to election administration, voter security, and election reform as perceived by the voters. 

—Kathy 

 

mailto:vanwieek@yahoo.com
mailto:vanwieek@yahoo.com
mailto:jogalvan.nash@gmail.com
https://www.sos.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/2020-UNM-Voter-Report.pdf


     
Upcoming Calendar Events 
APRIL 2022 
 

Child Abuse Awareness Month • Fair Housing 

Month • National Volunteer Month • National 

Library Wk. April 3-9 • Siblings Day April 10 

• Arbor Day April 5 / Earth Day April 22  
 

April 4, Mon.: Short Board Meeting-CANCELLED. It 

is replaced by the Board Meeting after the Annual 

Meeting on April 9.  
 

April 6, Wed.: LWV Affordable Housing Committee, 

3:30 p.m.; Contact Beth Bardwell for more info. 
 

April 7, Thur.: LWV Book Club, 3:30 p.m.; contact 

Erika grafwebster@icloud.com for info. 

 

April 9, Sat.: Annual Business Mtg, 2pm, Zoom 
 

April 12-May 12, Ramadan Holy Month 
 

April 16, Sat.: Passover Starts  
 

April 17, Sun.: Easter  
 

April 18, Mon: Board Meeting,  

     5 pm, via Zoom; (note start time) 
 

April 18, Mon.: US & NM Tax Filing Deadline 
 
 

 

Co-Presidents’ Messages (cont.)  
Dear LWVSNM Members, 

March was special with National Women’s History 

Month.  The Southern New Mexico Women’s Suffrage 

Alliance, currently made up of the American 

Association of University Women LC, DAC National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored People,  

GFWC Progress Club, the Women’s Intercultural 

Center of Anthony, and the LWVSNM, planned and 

presented a spectacular program at the Plaza de Las 

Cruces on Saturday, March 26 with the theme Women 

Providing Healing, Promoting Hope.  (Enjoy some 

photos on page 3.) 

Host Bobbie Green began the 

program by introducing the young  

children in the Dahlia de México  

Ballet Folklorico group, which made  

us all smile.  Welcomes were given  

in English, Spanish, and Navajo.   

Scouts presented the colors and  

led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Proclamations from the City and County were read 

by Mayor Pro Tem Kasandra Gandara and County 

Commissioner Susana Chaparro.  Chief U.S. 

Magistrate Judge Carmen Garza, as keynote speaker, 

shared how the roles of women have changed since she 

began her career as a trial lawyer years ago.   

Our own League member Elisa Sánchez spoke 

about local history that involved her mother in the 1950 

strike of unionized miners against the Empire Zinc 

Company outside of Silver City (Hanover).  The 

Mexican and Mexican-American workers demanded 

an end to discriminatory pay, unsafe working 

conditions, and segregated unsanitary housing 

conditions.  When the Company got a court injunction 

forbidding minors to picket, the women spoke up and 

took over the picket lines.  When the women were also 

harassed and arrested, it brought unfavorable attention 

in the national news.  After 15 months, Empire Zinc 

gave the workers nearly everything they asked for. The 

film Salt of the Earth, which premiered March 14, 

1954, tells the story; it became blacklisted by the 

government because the director was accused of being 

a communist.  With activists speaking in defense of the  
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LWVSNM 
P.O. Box 15142 • Las Cruces, NM  88004 

575.524.VOTE (8683) • www.lwvsnm.org 
                    

2021/22 LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF  
SOUTHERN NEW MEXICO BOARD: 
 

Kathy Brook & Eileen VanWie – Co-Presidents 
Laura Castille – Vice President 
Johnnie R. Aldrich – Secretary 
Mary Flynn  – Treasurer 
Dale Yeo – Voter Services Director 
OPEN – Youth Engagement Director 
Nancy Stanton  – Membership Director 
Jo Galván Nash – Public Relations Director 
Marjorie Burr (chair) and Priscilla Parrish & Mary  

Flynn  –   Nominating Committee  

 

 
Eileen VanWie

film, it was added to the Library of Congress’s National Film Registry in 1992.  A copy of the film was given away 

at the local celebration.   

There were other speakers and musicians that entertained the audience at the Celebration, including health 

care workers, a NMSU Black Student Association representative, one of the Mayor’s Top Teens, and the 2022 New 

Mexico Teacher of the Year.  We heard two songs, I Am Woman and Grandma’s Pearls.  The program ended with 

line dancers from the Mountain View Senior Amigos.  Thanks go out to all who made the healing and hope-giving 

event possible!  

—Eileen, Co-President 

mailto:betbardwell@gmail.com
mailto:grafwebster@icloud.com
http://www.lwvsnm.org/


      

National Women’s History Month Event was a Success  
Hundreds of people from throughout the community attended the Women’s History celebration at the Plaza de 

Las Cruces on March 26. The two-hour event was co-sponsored by the SNM Women’s Suffrage Alliance (of which 

LWVSNM is a member) and the City of Las Cruces. Many thanks go out to the planning committee, chaired by 

Eileen VanWie, which organized the impressive guest speakers,  

music, dancing, and exhibits.  Many LWV members were in- 

volved with, and attended, the celebration. Read Eileen’s sum- 

mary on page 2.  
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There was a good turnout in the warm 
sun for the celebration that honored 
women and their accomplishments. 

 

 

 

 Chris Sanders sang 
an original song. 

The Mountain View Senior Amigos line 
dancers were among the many 

organizations that attended. 

There were giveaways at the 
League table. Pictured (L to R) 
are Karena & Stewart Oberman  

and Kathy Brook. 

Students from Dahlia de Mexico 
Ballet Folklorico performed. 

A powerful lineup of local women addressed 
the crowd during the Women’s History event. 

 

Multiple exhibitors were on hand to distribute 
materials and freebies.  

 
LWV gave away a 

copy of the film 
“Salt of the Earth.” 

Sunshine Tso spoke 
in Navajo during the 

welcome. 



  

  League Witnesses Naturalization Ceremony 

One of the most moving ceremonies that anyone can attend is the 

naturalization of residents becoming United States citizens. Several 

LWV members were on hand during a recent ceremony when dozens 

of residents from many countries took the oath of citizenship. 

Presiding over the process was Chief US Magistrate Judge Carmen 

Garza.  The citizens also had to pass a test to become US citizens.  The 

ceremony is truly democracy in action.  League members have been 

attending similar ceremonies for many years.  

 

 

Attending the federal 

ceremony were (L to R) Mary 

Flynn, Treasurer; Dale Yeo, 

Voter Services; Kathy Brook, 

Co-President; and behind the 

camera Eileen VanWie, Co-

President.  Above: Judge 

Carmen Garza. 

DUES RENEWAL 
You can get an early start on 

payment of your 2022/2023 dues.  

Dues renewal “officially” begins on 

May 1, the first day of the new fiscal 

year; however, many members have 

already sent in their checks.   

Members can renew online (with 

a credit card) via the League’s 

website or mail checks to:  

LWVSNM, PO Box 15142, Las 

Cruces, NM 88004.  If you use 

PayPal on the League’s website a 

$2.50 additional donation is 

appreciated to pay for the online fees.   

The good news is that the amount 

for a one-year membership remains 

the same: 

▪ $65 per member; 

▪ $32.50 for 2nd member in the 

same household; 

▪ $0 for student members (16+ and 

older).  

For newer members who paid 

dues mid-year or just recently, here’s 

a clarification of what your 

2022/2023 dues will be: 

EXAMPLES:  

o If you paid $65 dues in March 

2022, you are covered through 

April 30, 2023.  

o If you paid $65 dues in November 

2021, your dues will be $32.50 to 

be covered through April 30, 

2023.   

o If you paid $32.50 dues in 

November 2021, your dues will 

be $65.00 to be covered through 

April 30, 2023.  

Questions:  contact Mary Flynn.     4 

LEGISLATORS HEAD BACK TO SANTA FE  
 

 Lawmakers will take another look at how, or if, they can 

provide economic relief for New Mexicans.  The Special Session 

begins April 5, as announced by Governor Michelle Lujan 

Grisham. Read about her decision to call for the session here.   

EDUCATOR NOMINATED 
There’s an addition to the election slate  

that will be considered at the April 9 Annual 

Business Meeting.  Kathe Kanim has 

volunteered as Director of Youth Engagement!  

She has many years of experience with the Las 

Cruces Public Schools (she recently retired 

from LCPS) and already knows, and has 

connections with educators in the school 

system.  She is being nominated for a one-year 

term.  Thank you Kathe. 

 
Kathe Kanim 

https://www.lwvsnm.org/donate/
https://www.lwvsnm.org/donate/
https://www.lwvsnm.org/donate/
mailto:mflynn88011@gmail.com
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/2022/03/18/governor-legislative-leadership-announce-special-session-to-bring-relief-to-new-mexicans-amid-rising-costs/


 

 

  

  5 

What do we value in democracy? Where do we 

want our country to be in five or ten years?  How do 

we develop understanding for varying perspectives in 

our diverse country? Does government do enough to 

advance equity and address poverty?  How much can 

it and should it do? 

How do we increase voter participation and 

confidence in our elections? Many people believe that 

true representation requires voting to be fair and 

accessible. Some states are passing laws that result in 

voter suppression, claiming rampant voter fraud. 

What are the statistics? How secure are our elections? 

How secret/private are our ballots?  

Let’s learn the facts and hear about our shared 

values and help create a more perfect union. 
 

LEADERS 

Dr. Lonna Atkeson, UNM Political Science 

Professor Emerita, Director of the Center for the 

Study of Voting, Elections and Democracy. 
 

Cindy Nava is the Executive Director of Transform 

Education NM.  
 

Dr. Elaine Rodriguez chairs the History and Political 

Science Department Highlands University where she 

teaches American government and Southwest 

history and politics. 

 

Dr. Christa Slaton, discussion leader, is NMSU 

Professor of Government Emeritus and Dean of the 

College of Liberal Arts. Christa is an experienced 

mediator, arbitrator, facilitator, and author.  
 

Dr. Finnie D. Coleman teaches American and African 

American literature, history, and culture at UNM and 

serves as president of the Faculty Senate. 
   
PARTICIPANTS 

Community members will talk with students from 

UNM, NMSU, NMHU, and high schools in Las 

Cruces, Albuquerque, Santa Fe, Las Vegas, and 

Farmington. Many of the students participate in 

ENLACE, a statewide collaborative that represents 

people who have not traditionally had a say in policy 

initiatives that affect their families and communities.  

After we hear from and talk with the experts, we’ll 

use Zoom’s breakout rooms for small group 

discussions. Listening deeply will help us respond 

thoughtfully.  

 

Registration link:  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/294040572267 
 
NM Listens is a collaborative project of LWVNM and the 

New Mexico Humanities Council. 

 

 

“We the People” Statewide Conversation 
on Democracy and Elections 

              Sunday, May 22, 2022, 2:00-3:30 pm 
 

LWVSNM Primary Coverage   

      

Election time is fast approaching. The Primary Election is June 7 and Early Voting starts on May 10. 

LWVSNM has not covered primaries with a Voters’ Guide in a long time, if ever, although we have always 

acknowledged the importance of the candidate choices that are made there. The advent of online Voters’ Guides 

has presented an opportunity and incentive to do so.   

Vote411 Is the U.S. League's grand project to provide comprehensive voting information to the public in a 

concise and easy-to-access manner. It has been in existence for several years and continues to be 

improved.  LWVSNM has used it for one election cycle and is doing so for this Primary.  It has been the source of 

our printed guides.  If you are not familiar with Vote411, find its website, vote411.org , and enter your address. 

You may be surprised at all the information about elections that comes up, as well as how specific that information 

is to your situation.  The candidates' answers to our Voters’ Guide queries should be there (hopefully) before the 

start of Early Voting.  

     You can also get to Vote411 on your cell phone via QR code. Do not take a photo but frame the code in the box 

that comes up when you aim the camera at the code.  A browser connection to the Vote411 website will appear.  

—Dale Yeo, Voter Services Director  

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/294040572267
http://vote411.org/
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Support Voting Rights! 

I graduated high school in 1969 at age 18, not yet old enough 

to vote. This was the time of protests against the Vietnam War. A 

popular protest song, The Eve of Destruction, played on my 

transistor radio, but I didn’t give it much thought. 

At the age of 19, I was drafted into the US Army. During basic 

training we draftees were conditioned to believe that communists 

would overtake our country and our duty was to protect American 

democracy. I believed this was true, even though I wasn’t old 

enough to vote for the Congress that sent me to war. 

While in Vietnam, the song, The Eve of Destruction, began to 

resonate with me. The lyric, ‘You’re old enough to kill but not for 

votin’, caused me to think, why did they send me here? The song 

continues, ‘you don’t believe in war, but what’s that gun you’re 

totin’, and I continued to doubt. 

More than 50 years later…I’m reflecting on the thousands of 

soldiers’ names on the Vietnam Wall in DC.  These young soldiers  

 

 

Editorial Encourages Voting Legislation … by TERRY KEBBEL 

 

Bonnie Burn Scholarship Continues 
In honor of the late Bonnie Burn, a scholarship account was established several years ago.  Scholarship 

donations for a graduating high school senior are deposited with the Las Cruces Public Schools Foundation.  

Bonnie was a very active President of the League from 2009 to 2013 and her husband Bob Burn helped to create 

this lasting tribute.   We remind our League members each year about this opportunity for one high school student 

who is headed to college in the fall.  The $1,000 scholarship is non-renewable.  Plus, the donations are tax-

deductible. Your donations can be mailed to:  LCPS Foundation, PO Box 16214, Las Cruces, NM 88004.  Write 

“Bonnie Burn Scholarship” on your check’s memo line.  Please also notify a League Co-President of your gift.  

THANK YOU! 

who were under age 21 did not even have the right to vote! The law changed, and now 18-year-olds do have the 

right to vote. However, individual states are making voting extremely difficult through laws that restrict access 

to the ballot.  

I’m a much older veteran now, not as blind as I appear, who still reflects on the lyrics, 

  “Don’t you understand what I’m trying to say?  

Can’t you feel the fear that I’m feeling today?... 

  I’m sittin’ here just contemplatin’ 

Handful of Senators don’t pass legislation”   

 

The US Congress has not passed two important national voting protection bills, the John Lewis Voting 

Rights Advancement Act that would make voting rules that discriminate on the basis of race, language, or 

ethnicity illegal; and the Freedom to Vote Act would solidify voter protections. 

“You tell me over and over again my friend, you don’t believe we’re on the eve of destruction.”  I worry that 

it may be true if we don’t act now! 

 

Terry Kebbel, 

Vietnam Veteran, 1971-72 Pleiku, Vietnam 

Member of LWVSNM and Veterans for Peace 

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/4


 

 
DRAFT SUMMARY  

Board Meeting Minutes 
Monday, March 21, 2022 • Zoom Conference Online—5:00-6:30 PM 

Underlining/Bold indicates follow-up 

 
LWV Mission — Empowering Voters, Strengthening Democracy 

LWV Vision —  We envision a democracy where every person has the desire, the right, the  

knowledge, and the confidence to participate. 

LWV Value — We believe in the power of women to create a more perfect democracy. 

 
Board Members:  Johnnie Aldrich, Kathy Brook, Laura Castille (ab), Mary Flynn, Jo Galván Nash, Nancy Stanton 

(ab), Eileen VanWie, Dale Yeo; Guest, Rosa Morales, Chair, Development Committee 
 

Meeting Administration: 

1. Call to Order and Welcome: Kathy called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m. 
 

 2.  The LWVSNM Board makes decisions based on Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion. 
  

3.  Changes to the Agenda:  Jo asked for approval on the Women’s History Month newspaper advertisement.  

It will be included on #7 of Other. Jo moved to accept agenda with the change; Dale seconded. Motion passed. 
  

4.  Conflict of Interest Inquiry:  Does any member of the LWVSNM Board of Directors have any known 

conflict of interest with any item on the agenda?  None. 
  

5.  Online Vote on Proposed 2022-23 Budget:  Johnnie reported that the process began on 3/17/2022 and 

ended on 3/20/22 with 6 “yes” votes and 1 “abstention”. The budget was accepted and approved. 
  

6.  Affordable Housing Action Request: Beth Bardwell, Chair of the LWV Affordable Housing Committee 

(AHC) sent an email to the Board this week asking that the AHC, at the March 24 meeting of the Progressive 

Voters’ Alliance, suggest that our League sponsor the monthly Unified Action of that organization. The action will 

ask those on the PVA mailing list to support Affordable Housing as a top priority capital project in the city’s 

upcoming General Obligation Bond.  Johnnie moved to permit LWVSNM sponsorship of the action; Mary 

seconded. Motion passed. 

 

Other:   

 1.  Member Survey:  Eileen reported some of the highlights from the annual Survey, which will be 
summarized for attendees at the Annual Meeting (and eventually in an email to those who did not attend.) Board 

members and committee chairs should be referring to the survey (See attachment.) in all of their planning; e.g., in 

considering speakers and program activities, members thought that Elections/Voting Rights, Democracy 

Issues/Threats, Social Justice, Local/State Governance, and Education/Youth should have the highest priority. 
  

2. Board Changes:  Membership Director Nancy Stanton is resigning as of the end of April.  Nancy has 

done excellent work during the past year. 
  

3.  Annual Meeting - 9 April Preparation:  

  a.  Proposed Budget:  See #5 above. 

  b.  Proposed Program:  Kathy has submitted to The VOTER the items in the Advocacy list on the 

Proposed Program document which we discussed in the last meeting.  

  c. Bylaws, Policies, and Procedures: These sections included in the Member Handbook have been 

examined, edited as necessary, and approved by the Board in previous meetings. 

 

 

—continued next page 
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  d.  Agenda:  We’ll follow the format established in previous meetings. Eileen and Kathy will 

continue searches for a Parliamentarian and a Time Keeper. 

  e.  Nominating Committee:  Marjorie Burr reported that open positions have been filled with 

members willing to serve on the Board or as an Officer, and that she has sent the names to Jo for publication in 

The Annual Meeting packet which will be emailed to all members.  

  f.   A brief meeting of the new Board will be held after the close of the Annual Meeting. 
    

4.  May 14 General Meeting:  In the absence of Vice President Laura Castille, the Board brainstormed 

about the possibilities for the meeting’s featured speaker.  Possibilities included:  Modernization of the NM 

Legislature; City Manager Ifo Pili; Director of the Triage Center; inviting the AAUW to join us for a joint meeting 
with a topic that would benefit both organizations. 

    

5.  June Visioning Lab: This is a special Board meeting for establishing a calendar for the upcoming year. 

Eileen will seek a facilitator. Responding to a question about whether this could be an in-person meeting, Eileen 

will check with Good Samaritan about arrangements for a 10:00 a.m. meeting with a brunch menu. 
    

6.  Fundraising:  Kathy updated the Board about the El Paso Electric Community Partner Program which 

offers grants to non-profits and from whom LWVSNM received funds last year. The deadline for applications is 
April 1, 2022. Eileen moved that Kathy be authorized to apply for a $1,500 grant for publication of the Voters’ 

Guides. Dale seconded; motion passed. Kathy will write the grant application. 
    

7.  March Women’s History Month Celebration:  Jo, Mary, Rosa, and Eileen have served as an ad hoc 

committee that has worked with the Southern New Mexico Women’s Suffrage Alliance to plan this community 

event.  Speakers, musical performers, and a giveaway of a CD of the film “Salt of the Earth” (donated by Elisa 

Sánchez) are included in the event set to be held at the Las Cruces Plaza at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 26. The 

League’s share of the costs for the ads designed by Jo (to be published in local news outlets) is $175.00 + tax.  
Johnnie moved to authorize payment; Eileen seconded. Motion passed. 

  

8.  Dale reported that since early voting begins on May 10, she and a committee of five others have 

developed questions for candidates to be submitted to VOTE411 since LWV will not publish Voters’ Guides for the 

primary election on June 7.  Dale said that so far it has been difficult to get candidates to submit answers, often 
because they do not know about the availability of VOTE411.  We must, therefore, be pro-active about educating the 

public about this service. 
  

9.  JEDI Strategic Action Plan review:  Time constraints did not allow for discussion.  

  

         

General Meeting Dates:   

            Saturday, April 9 – 2:00-4:00 pm -  Annual Business Meeting 

            Saturday, May 14 – 2:00-3:30 pm   

 

Board Meeting Dates: 

 Saturday, April 9, 4:00 pm (approximately 15 minutes after the conclusion of the Annual Business Mtg) 

 Monday, April 18, 5:00-6:30 pm 

 Monday, May 2, Noon-1:00 pm 

 Monday, May 16, 5:00-6:30 pm 
 

  

Adjournment: 6:30 p.m. 

 

—Submitted by Johnnie Aldrich, Secretary 
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LAS CRUCES CITY COUNCIL • Work Session  
February 28, 2022 

Observer:  Kathy Brook 

 

Natural gas rate review:  A presentation was made by Utilities Director Delilah Walsh.  The City is moving 

toward a rate increase for its natural gas utility.  An increase would assist the utility in addressing salary and 

benefit increases mandated by the city as well as operations and maintenance expenses.  Included in the discussion 

is a decarbonization rider.  The rider would address a new program that evaluates and implements total energy 

(electric and gas) efficiency measures for residential structures.  Priorities are identified areas in the older part of 

the city and low-income neighborhoods.    Included in the discussion were the city’s programs (along with state 

and federal ones) to assist customers unable to make timely payments on their bills.  It was noted that customers 

needing assistance are only in need of help sporadically.  That is, there are not many repeat customers for this aid.  

City staff was asked to bring back to the council some alternative rate structures. 

A second topic was the quarterly update on GO bond projects. 

 
 

LAS CRUCES CITY COUNCIL • Regular Meeting  
March 7, 2022 

Observer: Kathy Brook 

 

Early in the meeting there was recognition of Dorris Hamilton’s birthday by the City Council, Rep.  Joanne 

Ferrary, Lt. Governor Howie Morales and State Auditor Brian Colón.  Ms. Hamilton was the first female black 

principal in New Mexico.  In the public participation portion of the agenda, AAUW brought attention to the all-

female city council and to Equal Pay Day on March 15.  Public participation also included a statement from Terra 

Winter, Community Foundation of Southern New Mexico, concerning the process for allocating ARPA funds to 

nonprofit organizations.  She sought to have negotiations begin with the nine projects that had been identified for 

funding in the initial process. 

Council approved a proposed ordinance that would allow city emergency proclamations to run for the 

duration of a state emergency proclamation, not requiring renewal every two weeks – as has been the case during 

the pandemic. 

Council also approved rezoning of the old Las Cruces Country Club from single-family residential to 

multiple zones in seven planning areas.  This was described by staff as being consistent with the Apodaca 

Blueprint adopted in 2018.  There were two formal statements of opposition in the public notice/ input portion of 

the process. 

 
 

Las Cruces City Council  • Work Session 
March 14, 2022 

Observer: Kathy Brook 
 

The first topic was the city’s development of a crisis intervention team, building on the existing mobile 

integrated health effort.  The plan involves hiring of staff in May-July 2022 and implementation of the program 

in early 2023.  Questions were raised by a member of the public about the extent of services for family members 

of the person receiving treatment.  The Police Department’s community advocates are able to provide some 

resources to family and other members of the community.  LCFD received a grant for preventive and harm 

reduction work related to opiods; they (social worker and paramedic) do advocacy work related to harm and 

trauma in the community within 48 hours of an incident. 

—continued 

OBSERVER REPORTS 
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Las Cruces City Council  (cont.) 
 

Additional topics were a census presentation (overview of census data for New Mexico and update on 

redistricting).  The city is forming an ad hoc committee on redistricting with one member appointed by each 

councilor and the mayor.  The committee will be working with Research and Polling which has been hired to 

assist in drawing maps for council districts.  Various city staff reported on how growth may affect the city in 

terms of labor force, infrastructure, etc.  Median age in the city is about 32 compared with 38 for the state; the 

percentage of households with children has declined as the overall population has aged.  

 

 
 

LCPS BOARD OF EDUCATION • Regular Meeting 
March 15, 2022 • 6pm 

Observer: Eileen VanWie 

 

Members Present: President Ray Jaramillo, VP Teresa Tenorio, Secretary Pam Cort, and Members Carol Cooper 

and Robert Wofford; Superintendent Ralph Ramos was also in attendance 

 

In the Superintendent’s report, it was reported that LCPS has a partnership with Las Cruces Home Builders.  

There were several projects this year including the annual Thanksgiving Food Drive that has existed for 29 years.  

There are five scholarships given to LCPS students attending NMSU, DACC, or Independent Electrical 

Contractors (trade association).  With Organ Mountain High, students worked with guidance on redesigning a 

classroom and building the LCHB Education House that will be in the Showcase of Homes beginning May 13. 

The Board accepted a $14,700 donation from Catholic Charities of Southern New Mexico to purchase laptops 

for graduating seniors seeking higher education.   

The Legislative Report from Dr. Tim Hand described how education in New Mexico was severely 

underfunded for years.  The Yazzie-Martinez lawsuit should be center stage in the change to funding for education 

from the Legislature this year.  There is a 12.4% increase in funding for education this year.  The big money is 

about compensation for resources.  Employees will receive a 3% increase for the fourth quarter of their 

employment year.  On top of that, a 4% increase will be added on.  Licensed employees will receive a 7% increase 

with other additional forms of compensation.  The Family Income Index looks as what schools need extra funding.  

Career and Technical Education funding increased significantly.  There were also large increases in Indian 

education funding.   

Teacher Residency programs will provide stipends for student teachers.  Indigenous teachers must be paid at 

least at New Mexico licensure level one.  Charter Schools will be able to get loans.  Opportunity scholarships will 

provide funding for many New Mexicans wanting a college education.    

New business involved the first reading of Policy EJA for acceptable use of technology followed by Board 

members submitting 2022 NMSBA Student Achievement Award nominations that will include teachers who have 

gone far and beyond to support students.  The nominations will be voted on at the next meeting.   

Mr. Sean Barham, Executive Director of the Human Resources Department, reported there are 54 retirements 

so far this year.  The District is working to build up the substitute pool.  In November 3,300 substitutes were 

needed.  Now the District is filling 87% of substitute needs.  VP Tenorio asked “How many long-term substitutes 

are employed?” Mr. Barham will respond to the question at the next Board meeting.   

 
—continued 
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LCPS (cont.) 
 

There was extensive discussion about the type of calendar to have for next school year.  Unfinished learning 

could be addressed with extended calendar days.  The choice is between the traditional calendar with 10 days 

added and the balanced calendar (extends the days and spreads the vacation days over the year).  Dual-credit 

students follow the NMSU calendar.  Today 812 students are enrolled in dual credit courses.  This summer LCPS 

schools are offering elective learning programs for families to choose.  Student Advisory Council member Andres 

thought most students would support the traditional calendar, because there would be issues with attendance for 

the balanced calendar.  The Board voted to approve the balanced calendar on a 4-1 vote. 

 

 
 

Las Cruces City Council • Regular Session 
March 21, 2022 

Observer: Kathy Brook 
 

The council approved a grant application to the FAA for airport terminal and tower improvement (with a 

cash match).   

The council also approved a proposal to write-off Municipal Court accounts receivable older than four 

years.  The purpose was to have a more accurate description of the city’s finances since the more aged the 

receivables the less likely that payment will be received.  Regardless of the decision, there can still be an effort 

to collect these funds. There was a lengthy discussion of whether some of these debts could be collected more 

efficiently and the impact of debt on community members.  

Also approved were a resolution concerning a contract award for marketing and a PR campaign for the 

Las Cruces Innovation and Industrial Park and a franchise agreement with Unite Private Networks for a 

telecommunications system within the city. 

 

 
  

JOIN THE OBSERVER CORPS   
 Volunteers are still needed to be members of the LWV Observer Corps.  Members attend (either in 

person or via teleconference/Zoom) governmental or quasi-governmental meetings.  Current observers include 

Kathy Brook-Las Cruces City Council; Elisa Sánchez-Doña Ana County Commission; Eileen VanWie-Las 

Cruces Board of Education; Beth Bardwell-LWV Affordable Housing Committee; Johnnie Aldrich-South 

Central Solid Waste Authority.   

 The League has wanted a member to be present (online) at the Public Regulation Commission.  

Observers could also attend meetings such as the state Public Education Commission, the Mesilla Board of 

Trustees, NMSU Board of Regents, or others.  The purpose is to monitor agencies that make important 

decisions that impact the lives of area residents; ensure that transparency is upheld; and review potential or 

new changes in laws, ordinances or policies. Our Observers then report back to the League membership (as 

seen on pages 9-11) about pertinent decisions or discussions. 

 Even if you can only attend on an occasion, let one of the Co-Presidents know.   
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League of Women Voters of Southern New Mexico

Treasurer Report - March 2022

DATE DESCRIPTION TRANSACTION

March 25, 2022 BEGINNING BANK BALANCE $4,950.63

NEW INCOME

March 17, 2022 Member Donation Bank Deposit $250.00

TOTAL NEW BALANCE $5,200.63

NEW EXPENSES

March 4, 2022 Green Chamber of Commerce Debit Card Transaction by KB $129.00

March 3, 2022 USPS (Initial Payment to PO Box) Check #1106 $102.00

March 3, 2022 VOID Check #1107 and 1108 $0.00

March 8, 2022 Consumer Cellular Check #1109 $19.46

March 3, 2022 USPS (Balance on PO Box) Check # 1110 $80.00

TOTAL NEW EXPENSES $330.46

March 25, 2022 AVAILABLE CHECKING BALANCE $4,870.17

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

March 6, 2022 Eileen Van Wie Insurance Coverage - Plaza on 3/26 $276.00

ACCCOUNTS RECEIVABLE

March 7, 2022 City of Las Cruces Suffrage Celebration - Plaza on 3/26 $250.00

March 25, 2022 WORKING BALANCE $4,844.17

COMMITTED FUNDS

March 25, 2022 Diversity Fund $740.00

March 25, 2022 Youth Engagement Fund $625.00

March 25, 2022 Social Media Fund $100.00

March 25, 2022 New Mexico Listens Project $250.00

TOTAL COMMITTED FUNDS $1,715.00
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Treasurer’s Report 
Provided by Mary Flynn, Treasurer 

 

MARCH 2022 

 

 

 

 

Books for LWVSNM Book Club – April 2022 
If you would like to participate, contact Erika at grafwebster@icloud.com 
BOOK CLUB MEETINGS ARE ON 1ST THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH 

 

April 7 

Moderator: 
Vicki 

Unthinkable: Trauma, Truth, and the Trials of American Democracy by Jamie Raskin 
In this searing memoir, Congressman Jamie Raskin tells the story of the forty-five days at the start of 2021 
that permanently changed his life—and his family’s—as he confronted the painful loss of his son to suicide, 
lived through the violent insurrection in our nation’s Capitol, and led the impeachment effort to hold 
President Trump accountable for inciting the political violence. 

May 5 

Moderator: 
Rorie 

Born in Blackness: Africa, Africans, and the Making of the Modern World, by Howard W French 
Traditional accounts of the making of the modern world afford a place of primacy to European history. 
What if, instead, we put Africa and Africans at the very center of our thinking about the origins of 
modernity? French reframes the story of medieval and emerging Africa, demonstrating how the 
ascendancy of Europe, the anchoring of democracy in the West, and the fulfillment of Enlightenment 
ideals grew out of Europe’s engagement with the “dark” continent. 

June 2 

Moderator: 
Kathy 

Corruptible: Who Gets Power and How It Changes Us by Brian Klaas 

Brilliant study of the nature of power, explaining just why it so often renders those who hold it evil. Does 
power corrupt, or are corrupt people drawn to power? Are entrepreneurs who embezzle and cops 
who kill the result of poorly designed systems or are they just bad people? Are tyrants made or 
born? A provocative look at what power is, who gets it, and what happens when they do, based on over 

500 interviews with those who (for a while, at least) have had the upper hand. 

 
 

https://smile.amazon.com/Unthinkable-Trauma-Trials-American-Democracy/dp/B09GL535YH/ref=sr_1_1?crid=10CI9Z8EFD9MH&keywords=raskin+unthinkable&qid=1641768436&s=books&sprefix=Raski%2Cstripbooks%2C140&sr=1-1
https://smile.amazon.com/Corruptible-Who-Gets-Power-Changes/dp/B08ZYWW45G/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1P9F2NZMRWAYJ&keywords=corruption+who+get+power&qid=1643232613&sprefix=Corruption+who%2Caps%2C113&sr=8-1
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